


A year has passed since 
the first Covid-19 case 
was publicized and the 

world, so they say, was never 
the same again. Living through 
a pandemic was far from 
everyone’s mind, not even in 
the wildest thoughts. Yet, it 
was also the pandemic that 
showed us the world and how 
it really is—oppressive and 
exploitative, and anti-poor. In 
the Philippines, it underscored 
and validated the legitimacy of, 
and the need for, the national 
democratic revolution in 
achieving a “new normal”, the 
future every Filipino deserves. 

Highlighted during the 
people’s battle against the 
pandemic (and the disastrous 
impact of the series of 
calamities that hit the country) 
were two important aspects:  

On the one hand, the 
pandemic bared to the core 
the decaying semicolonial 
and semifeudal ruling system 
that needs to be smashed 
and changed. It brought to 
fore the undeniable criminal 
negligence of the Duterte 
regime to respond to even 
the barest minimum needs 
of the people. To the regime, 
the pandemic was not a 
health crisis but a question of 
national security. At the same 
time, it showed the callous and 
fascist bureaucrats shamelessly 
displaying its insatiable greed 
for money and hunger for 
power beyond 2022; while 
openly embracing the interests 
of the local elite and its 
imperialist masters. 
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The twisted narrative that there’s poverty because there 
is armed revolution dominated the regime’s narrative 
as it tried to cover up not only its accountability but 
also the crumbling oppressive and exploitative system 
it tried to prop up through force, lies, and deception. 
It branded the revolutionary movement and all its 
critics as “terrorists”, negating the legitimacy of the 
people’s struggle, whether armed or unarmed, against 
an exploitative and oppressive system brought about 
by the regime’s subservience to the dictates of its 
masters—the imperialists, the feudal lords, and the big 
business. 

On the other hand, and more importantly, the 
pandemic demonstrated the Filipino people’s creative 
power, solidarity, and collective action to sustain each 
other while making the regime accountable for its 
criminal negligence and repression. It has shown the 
people’s strength that, when harnessed, is a potent 
force in advancing the people’s war to victory and in 
building the people’s democratic republic that truly 
represents the interests and welfare of the majority of 
poor Filipinos. 
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The wretched condition of the public health system was pushed 
into public view at the onset of the pandemic. Overburdened 

by yearly budget cuts especially during the Duterte regime, public 
hospitals bled from lack of equipment and personnel. The nurses, 
whose number was cut down by at least 7,000 in 2019 due to 
budget deficit, were offered Php 500 for allowance as volunteers in 
Covid-19 designated hospitals. The dismal 1:33,000 doctor-patient 
ratio took its toll as health professionals and Covid-19 and non-
Covid patients battled for their lives. 

Budget cuts disastrously 
affected the public health 
system during the past regimes 
but more so during Duterte’s 
reign in favour of the regime’s 
war chest and the graft-ridden 
‘build-build-build’ projects.  
Health workers relied on 
private donations—from 
personal protective gears to 
hospital equipment as the 
Duterte regime refused to 
realign its intelligence and 
military funds for the use in 
the fight against COVID-19. 
Worse, the country relied on 
imported testing equipment, 
personal protective gears, 
including face masks and 
shields and other hospital 
needs. 

Suddenly, health workers 
were thrust into a war without 
armaments, fighting both the 
virus and the bureaucratic 
mess and corruption cases that 

rocked the health department 
and the Philippine Health 
Insurance Corporation 
(Philhealth) even before the 
pandemic started. 

It was in the 1990s when 
privatization of the healthcare 
system was implemented as 
part of the neoliberal policies 
imposed by imperialist 
institutions like the World 
Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund. With 
privatization, health care 
became a profit-making 
venture, becoming more costly 
and inaccessible to the Filipino 
people, especially the poor. 
Meanwhile, public health 
facilities deteriorated under 
yearly budget cuts while the 
government and private sectors 
jointly peddled the line that 
public services and utilities are 
better off in the hands of the 
big business. 
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The so-called universal health 
coverage of the government 
through Philhealth, aside from 
being riddled with corruption, 
has limited patient enrolment 
and insufficient subsidy, again 
especially among the poor. 
In fact, in the countryside, 
peasants have no access to 
PhilHealth or hospitals. 
Philhealth became not only 
a milking cow of the corrupt 
public officials but also of 
the greedy capitalist hospital 
owners. 

This worsened the impact of 
the pandemic in rural areas 
and in remote mountain 
villages. Even prior to the 
pandemic, the public health 
care has been concentrated in 
urban centers and almost nil 
in rural areas. Even without 
the pandemic, majority of 
the poor, especially in the 
countryside die without 
seeing a doctor. This was 
doubly disastrous when an 
ill-conceived balik-probinsiya 
(back to the provinces) 

program was implemented, 
carelessly driving away Metro 
Manila residents back to the 
provinces in a bid to ease the 
already overwhelmed hospitals 
in the National Capital Region. 

Undoubtedly, the government 
failed to protect the public 
from the health crisis. The 
Duterte regime stubbornly 
delayed barring entry into the 
country of suspected COVID 
19 carriers, and when finally 
the pandemic hit our shores, 
it simply left the responsibility 
to individuals to fend for 
themselves. It refused to test, 
isolate, and immediately and 
properly treat those infected. 
The national government kept 
on passing the responsibility 
to individuals and the local 
government units without 
owning up to its accountability 
in the spread of the virus 
and its impact on the already 
beleaguered Philippine 
economy.

6

The Writing is on the Wall: 10 Things Covid-19 pandemic has shown us





President Duterte’s “realization” for the need of mass testing 10 
months after the lockdown summed up how an immediate and 

responsive health solution to the pandemic was sidelined in favour 
of a militarist response. With former military and police officers 
taking over health and science experts in the fight against the 
virus, the Duterte regime went to war.  But, not against the virus. 

Using shock and awe, it tried 
to condition the minds of 
the people in urban centers 
to accept the overwhelming 
presence of soldiers, police, 
and war materiel on the 
streets. The regime targeted 
and punished those it called 
pasaway (disobedient) and 
reklamador (complainer, 
nitpicker), the activists, 
human rights workers, 
opposition, artists and media 
(at the same time shutting 
down ABS-CBN). The fascist 
response under the cover 
of the pandemic counted as 
casualties, too, the people’s 
freedom of expression, press 
freedom and the people’s right 
to know. 

The regime is most vociferous 
against the revolutionary 
movement. In the countryside, 
the Duterte regime launched 
military offensives—bombed 

communities and massacred 
farmers and indigenous 
peoples believed to be 
supporters of the New People’s 
Army. It violated its own 
ceasefire declaration. It ignored 
the unilateral ceasefire declared 
by the Communist Party of the 
Philippines-New People’s Army 
and the National Democratic 
Front of the Philippines (CPP-
NPA-NDFP) as a response to 
the United Nation’s call for 
cessation of hostilities during 
the pandemic.  At least 146 
barangays experienced various 
forms of human rights abuses 
that included prohibiting 
peasants to work on their 
farms amid food shortage. It 
staged fake surrender of “NPA 
members” to show it was 
winning its losing war. 

At the same time, Duterte 
and his military junta and his 
minions in the bureaucracy 
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went on a rampage—raided 
the nation’s coffers, acquired 
onerous loans in the name 
of the pandemic and granted 
special privileges and VIP 
treatment to its political allies, 
the big business, and foreign 
corporations. Duterte sought 
to consolidate further its rule 
of terror and control of the 
state to secure for himself and 
his clique loot from kickbacks, 
loans, pork barrel, and 
intelligence funds. 

It was also a way to deflect the 
regime’s accountability for the 
criminally negligent handling 
of the pandemic.  

Shedding all its remaining 
pretensions, the tyrant Duterte 
and his fascist cohorts in 
the (Armed Forces of the 
Philippines (AFP) conducted 
a campaign of terror using 
the anti-communist bogey.  
The regime intensified its 
attacks against the ‘enemies 
of the state”. It passed a new 
terror law amid rising cases 

of Covid-19 infection. The 
attacks were all preceded by 
an aggressive campaign of red 
tagging orchestrated by the 
National Task Force to End 
Local Communist Armed 
Conflict (NTF-ELCAC) and 
the Duterte troll farm to justify 
the atrocities and heinous 
crimes against the people. As 
the reactionary government 
panicked, terrorist tagging 
became widespread. It created 
“enemies” from all fronts as it 
saw red everywhere: among 
critics, activists, critics, and the 
revolutionary movement. 

The US government remains to 
be the number one provider of 
funds and surplus war materiél 
to the AFP under the guise of 
the “war against terror” and 
the Operation Pacific Eagle-
Philippines (OPE-P). 

By supporting the AFP, the US 
imperialist is able to expand 
its influence and domination 
in the country against China’s 
inroads.  
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China is also reinforcing 
the Duterte fascist regime 
through loans and government 
contracts, despite its rising 
conflict with the US. Like the 
US, China views Duterte’s 
fascist rule as an advantage 
for its interests in the country, 
including unhampered access 
to the country’s resources and 
territory. 

Obviously, political repression 
and “counterinsurgency” were 
Duterte’s top priority—to 
destroy the democratic mass 
movement, the progressive 
political parties, and the 

opposition. More than that, it 
is a last ditch effort, a desperate 
one, to crush the more than 
50-year old people’s armed 
resistance led by the CPP-NPA-
NDF to end the oppressive and 
exploitative semicolonial and 
semifeudal system. The tyrant 
Duterte, like his predecessors, 
has been trying to prop up 
the ruling system even as the 
economy continues to slide 
further to depression due the 
global crisis of the capitalist 
system.
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Covering up its failure to address the plight of the masses and 
protect them from the pandemic and its impact, the Duterte 

regime used fascist terror to suppress people’s rights and prevent 
them from rising up just as joblessness and rural dispossession 
worsened; prices of food and commodities and taxes soared; and, 
money’s real value plunged. 

The country now holds a 
record level of joblessness 
with some 5.8 million 
unemployed. Unprotected by 
the government, those who 
still have work were forced 
to accede to wage cuts, by as 
much as 50 percent, just to 
keep them afloat. While the 
regime gave big businesses 
tax incentives to recoup lost 
profits, it turned a blind 
eye to unsafe workplaces 
despite reports of outbreaks 
of Covid-19 in factories and 
economic zones. The regime 
allowed employers to “self-
regulate” or self-check whether 
their work environment 
are safe. And, with the “no 
work, no pay” policy in place, 
workers were left to fend for 
themselves.  

The sight of jeepney drivers 
begging on the streets gives 
one of the most graphic 

images of the Duterte regime’s 
criminal negligence and 
violation of the people’s social 
and economic rights. It insisted 
on implementing its long-time 
plan to “modernize” jeepneys, 
i.e., corporatize it in favor of a 
handful of capitalists. 

The Duterte regime turned 
even more virulent against 
workers’ struggles during 
the pandemic. Under the 
excuse of deploying troops to 
ensure peace and order amid 
lockdown, it sent soldiers and 
paramilitary troops to thwart 
unionizing in economic zones. 
It redtagged and harassed 
unionists and in some cases, 
even rounded up some of them 
and misrepresented to the 
media as rebel surrenderees. 
Urban poor communities were 
told to keep out, or monitor, 
“new faces” coming in. 
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In the countryside, farmers 
were prohibited from working 
on their farms and from 
bringing their produce to 
the markets. In areas the 
Duterte regime suspects 
as guerrilla zones, farmers’ 
purchase even of rice was 
monitored. The Duterte regime 
inserted military troops in 
civilian activities related to 
facing COVID 19, such as in 
distribution of relief and aid 
to pinpointed communities. 
Meanwhile, troops continue 
to protect operations or 
expansion of big mining 
corporations, plantations, 
energy projects such as dams.  

As military and police 
personnel and facilities 
were used to facilitate these 
operations, the lack of 
infrastructure support to food 
producers became stark. Thus, 
dumped produce along the 
roads were a common sight 
while there were food shortage 
and hunger in the cities. The 
government offered loans, 
not aid, to the farmers who 
struggled between earning and 

paying for exorbitant prices of 
farm supplies, usurious loans, 
and land rent. 

Despite all these, Pres. 
Duterte refused to let go of his 
intelligence and confidential 
budget. He did not suspend 
debt payments or realign funds 
from its “build, build, build” 
projects to boost the budget for 
health services, education, and 
cash aid for those dislocated 
economically. There was no 
fund for safe learning spaces 
and medical assistance for 
teachers. The huge amount 
of loans, in 2020 alone, from 
international lending agencies, 
was hardly felt on the ground. 
In fact, the bulk of new loans 
incurred in the name of 
COVID response was not 
necessarily for COVID, but 
support for private sector and 
infrastructure projects. 

In giving out emergency aid 
the government resorted 
to tokenism. Research 
organization IBON cited a 
mere 64,839 beneficiaries 
received an average of 
Php6,720 subsidy during the 
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lockdown; while the labor 
deparment was only able to 
assist some 350,000 workers.  

Instead of compensating for 
lost incomes, the Duterte 
regime humiliated, accused, 
arrested and jailed those 
who denounced the dismal 
condition of the people. Worse, 
it vilified and harassed groups 
taking collective actions to 
help others. Even humanitarian 
missions and community 
kitchens for people’s immediate 
relief from hunger were red-
tagged, its participants arrested 
and jailed. Workers’ strikes and 
mass actions were met with 
violence. 

Freedom of expression 
and press freedom were 
curtailed. The regime’s 
militarist approach was 

specifically trained against 
the marginalized and their 
advocates. The regime showed 
hostility to challenges to its 
tyranny and to the crumbling 
exploitative and oppressive 
system it is trying to save for 
the bureaucrat capitalists and 
its allies, for its imperialist 
masters and partners among 
the local compradors and big 
landlords.  

Magsawalang kibo sa gitna ng 
kahirapan at pang-aapi – shut 
up or be jailed or killed was the 
regime’s standard response. It 
was more active at benefiting 
its ilk and shutting down 
criticisms to its tyrannical rule 
than fighting the coronavirus.
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In his weekly late night shows,  Pres. Duterte did not only dish 
out incomprehensible statements and lies, but also peddled 

unscientific ideas about the Covid-19 “veerus” and the pandemic 
— from pouring kerosene to sanitize masks, soaking hands in 
gasoline to disinfect, and claiming vaccines come from horses.  At 
one point, he even offered bounty money to those who can develop 
vaccine. Instantly.

However, the seeming hope 
Pres. Duterte placed on the 
vaccine when the pandemic 
started only aimed to placate 
the people who are anxious 
due to lack of mass testing, 
lack of personal protective 
equipment for frontliners, and 
the overburdened health care 
system.

Local scientific research to 
combat Covid-19 played 
second fiddle. There are efforts 
from the scientific community 
to respond to the pandemic 
using local resources and 
available technology but it 
floundered from the dearth 
of government support. The 
University of the Philippines 
developed a test kit but it was 
questioned and never used. 
The Department of Science 
and Technology (DOST) 
studied virgin coconut oil, and 
herbal plants tawa tawa and 
lagundi as possible antivirus 
aid, but, lacking support, it 
delivered inconclusive results.

Like the budget of health 
department, the DOST budget 
has been shrinking through 
the years. Despite the need for 
scientific research, the DOST 
lamentably did not merit to 
be at the top 10 priorities of 
the Duterte regime in the 
2021 budget. It got only PhP 
20.524 billion compared, or 
just a tenth that of the defense 
department’s Php 205.5 billion.

The country’s science and 
technology has long been 
pushed down as a mere adjunct 
in an economy that only serves 
as exporter of raw materials 
and semi-manufactures and 
a market for capital goods 
and consumer products of 
capitalist countries such as the 
US. National scientific research 
and development (R&D) 
remains in the back burner and 
Filipino scientists’ inventions, 
finding no support, are instead 
being developed, patented, 
and marketed by foreign 
corporations.  
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Without a clear path to develop 
its own industries, such as 
pharmaceutical, even the 
country’s immediate needs to 
respond to the pandemic— 
from test kits to personnel 
protective equipment, 
ventilators and other medical 
supplies, medicine, and at 
some point even masks—
depended on importation; and, 
to wait in line when supplies 
could be made available for the 
country.

Obviously, the development of 
S&T has no place in Duterte’s 
“Build Build Build” centerpiece 
program and its current move 
to open up the country’s 
remaining resources to foreign 
ownership through Charter 
Change. A puppet, corrupt, 
tyrannical, fascist regime 
such as Duterte’s is allergic of 
developing local science and 
technology because it doesn’t 
serve their self-interest.

Science and technology (S&T) 
is a key to economic prosperity 
and national development, 
if only the path to national 
industrialization is pursued. 
With the country’s rich natural 
resources—land, marine, water, 
mineral ores, flora and fauna, 
as well as human resource—
S&T could flourish. Yet, the 
semifeudal character of the 
Philippine economy continues 
to hinder the advance of 
science and technology.

The science community has 
shown with its output during 
the pandemic that it can 
do more for the benefit of 
the Filipino people, if given 
adequate support and a clear 
direction—rural development 
and in building the country’s 
own industries—that augurs 
self-reliance and sustainability. 
Only through people’s 
revolutionary struggle can S&T 
be liberated and prosper to 
serve the masses.     

17

The Writing is on the Wall: 10 Things Covid-19 pandemic has shown us





The COVID 19 pandemic starkly exposed the insecurity of the 
overseas Filipino workers’ status and work abroad, and the 

weaknesses of the still backward Philippine economy. No matter 
how the Duterte government drumbeats its so-called “strong 
fundamentals,” it takes a beating with every minute slip in OFW 
remittances and with the record joblessness that’s as worse and 
undeniable as it can get the past few months. 

Job generation under the 
Duterte regime is dismal 
(81,000 jobs from 2017-2018), 
worse than the previous 
administrations (even when 
compared to Joseph Estrada’s 
short-lived presidency 842,000 
from 1999-2001). 

During the pandemic we heard 
news about OFWs stranded 
jobless in other countries. 
Some who can’t or chose not 
to come home were forced to 
scavenge for food. They work 
longer hours for lesser pay. The 
responsibility for the health 
care of migrants during the 
pandemic is like a hot potato 
being tossed at each other by 
host and sending countries’ 
governments. Migrant workers 
such as the OFWs are easily 
disposable in their host 
countries; they get less to none 
of benefits and rights than 
their local counterparts.

Hundreds of thousands of 
OFWs are now forced to come 
home, having lost their jobs 
abroad due to containment 
measures against the 
pandemic. Hundred thousands 
more are likely trying to 
salvage possibilities of finding 
other jobs while living poorly 
abroad. In their home country, 
they are pushed against the 
wall by joblessness and/or low 
wages; in other countries, by 
discrimination and insecurity, 
and sometimes lack of 
support from the concerned 
government agencies. 

But in the Philippines, there 
is only the record joblessness 
and collapse in family incomes 
aggravated by the government’s 
poor COVID response. 
Jobs under the neocolonial 
economy’s export-oriented 
import-dependent strategy 
have become even lower paid 
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and more insecure under 
Duterte’s militarized approach 
to the pandemic. Under one 
of the strictest lockdowns 
in the region, only regular 
workers were called back 
when production restarted 
in “modified lockdown”. 
The bigger number made 
up of contractuals were left 
out. The fewer workers on 
the job were forced to bear 
the workload meant to be 
performed by more workers. 
They worked longer hours 
within compressed workweek 
schemes. They are forced 
to take care of their own 
transportation and health. In 
Metro Manila, workers were 
forced to try to hide if they had 
colds or fever or any known 
symptoms of COVID-19, for 
fear they will be denied work. 

The dire straits of OFWs mean 
less remittances contributing 
in turn to the worst economic 
collapse in Philippine history. 
(Actual remittances have 
already been decreasing since 
the 2008-2009 global crisis). 
The Philippine economy 
is already heading to this 

collapse, but it has been 
hastened by Duterte’s poor 
responses to the Covid-19 
pandemic. This collapse is 
chronic and inevitable as long 
as the government foolishly 
maintains a neocolonial 
economy, working in cahoots 
with big landlords and 
compradors to profit from 
foreign investments and loans 
at the cost of stunting the 
country’s development. 

Without real development, in 
agriculture and manufacturing, 
to generate stable jobs for the 
working people, the country 
will continue to rely on 
exporting labor in the same 
way our raw materials are 
extracted and exported.  

The foreign investments had 
only taken advantage of the 
country’s resources and cheap 
labor. The “fundamentally 
strong economy” under 
Duterte and the presidents 
before him is just a myth, 
the sorry state of the Filipino 
workers and OFW is one of the 
glaring proofs.
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The COVID 19 pandemic drives home the utter need for the 
country to stop sabotaging its economic development and 

instead push for national industrialization. In the containment 
measures against the pandemic, dozens of countries have initially 
banned the export of medical equipment and supplies and even 
food to prioritize their nationals. It should have given the local 
puppet government hard lessons about the danger of import 
dependency especially of goods that we could have produced on 
our own for our citizens’ needs such as testing equipment, PPE, 
face masks and face shields.  

The containment measures 
adopted by various countries 
against the pandemic 
have disrupted economic 
and financial activities 
worldwide, immediately 
hitting the country’s export-
based operations which are 
integrated into the extensive 
global value chains spawned by 
globalization. Meanwhile, the 
external factors that previously 
buoyed the stunted economy 
are also further weakened. 
The worldwide recession 
results in weaker overseas 
remittances and deployment 
of exported labor, less influx of 
BPOs and foreign-dominated 
manufacturing. In short, 
most “strong fundamentals” 
of the neocolonial economy 
are taking a beating, but the 
most hurt are the people who 
are hungry and unemployed, 
earning low to no income, 
enjoying low to no savings that 

could tide them over during 
the modified lockdowns, and 
facing health scares amid 
hunger, homelessness, without 
public health care and relief.

The puppet Duterte regime 
worsened the country’s 
indebtedness. Even during the 
pandemic when it has a clear 
excuse to suspend automatic 
debt servicing to focus on 
buttressing local production, 
it opted to comply with 
neoliberal recommendations 
such as continuously paying 
debts and refurbishing Ph 
credit worthiness. Instead of 
taking opportunities to invest 
in local productive sectors, the 
regime invests in borrowings 
which historically tied the 
country to become the advance 
capitalist countries’ dumping 
ground for their capital and 
products, and cheap source of 
labor and materials.    

22

The Writing is on the Wall: 10 Things Covid-19 pandemic has shown us



The Duterte administration 
further intensified the 
economy’s dependence on 
imports and integration as 
mere producers of certain cash 
crops, exporters of labor and 
raw materials, and assemblers 
in global production chains 
of monopoly capitalists. 
The Duterte regime is bent 
on removing the remaining 
protection of the local 
economy, as seen starkly 
in its repeated push for 
charter change, in going after 
protesters and critics of its 
policies, and in engaging 
the Communist Party of the 
Philippines and New Peoples’ 
Army in a dirty war to 
sabotage its ongoing programs 
of land reform and seeds of 
national industrialization in 
the countryside.

The results of responses 
to COVID 19 pandemic 
highlight how the country’s 
strategic direction for the 
economy should have been 

strengthening public social 
services, agriculture and 
Filipino industry, all the 
while ensuring ecological 
sustainability and social 
justice. Even more far-ranging 
economic changes such as 
genuine land reform and 
planned trade and production 
are being implemented in areas 
within the revolutionary zones.

As “Dutertenomics” creates 
more havoc to the economy, 
the more people look up to the 
National Democratic Front 
of the Philippines in laying 
down the fundamentals for a 
sound economy.  The NDFP’s 
proposed Comprehensive 
Agreement on Social and 
Economic Reforms (CASER) 
which was presented and 
discussed in the scuttled 
NDFP-GRP peace talks is an 
economic blueprint that has 
come out of the insights and 
practices of several decades of 
revolutionary struggle.
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The bankruptcy of the Duterte regime exploded during the 
trying times of the pandemic, grossly impacting the peasantry 

who were plunged deeper into poverty.    

On the first year of the 
pandemic, an estimated 
2.5 million farmers, 
farmworkers, and fisherfolk 
were economically dislocated. 
Quarantine lockdowns and 
intensified militarization 
impeded farming activities. On 
top of it, the lack of support to 
farmers e.g., transportation, 
storage, and warehousing, 
etc., was highlighted when 
agricultural products were 
dumped and left to rot on the 
roadside amid widespread 
hunger in urban poor 
communities.

The pandemic did not give 
peasants a respite from 
repression and fascist attacks 
of the US-Duterte regime’s 
“counterinsurgency” program. 
On the contrary, it was used 
by the Duterte government 
as a pretext to intensify its 
dirty war against the people 

and to hound those espousing 
solutions to poverty, chronic 
crises, and to the centuries-old 
landlessness. 

Since the pandemic, 55 
peasants have been killed 
by police and military; 
325 peasants in total since 
Duterte came to power. Some 
farming villages were turned 
into hamlets under military 
watch. The people especially 
of communities seeking 
land reform or defending 
the forests, minerals, rivers 
were harassed, red-tagged, 
and killed. Communities 
were bombed. People were 
forced to report to authorities 
to “clear” themselves. They 
were restrained from buying 
even their own food supplies 
on suspicion that they were 
supporters or members of the 
New People’s Army (NPA).
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US-Duterte regime worsens poverty 
The peasant masses still 
comprise the most numerous 
class in Philippine society. 
They work on the country’s 
principal means of production, 
the more than 13.5 million 
hectares of agricultural land 
which, through centuries, were 
owned not by the tillers but 
by few big landlords and their 
families. 

Land reform programs since 
the US occupation and the 
succeeding regimes of US 
puppet presidents of the 
Philippine republic, including 
Duterte’s, were all sham and 
for show because the same 
big landlords occupy the 
lawmaking bodies in the 
country. Their land reform 
laws shielded the landlords 
from land expropriation and 
avoided free land distribution 
to the tillers. In the long run, 
the “expropriated” lands 
reverted to the landlords or 
government bureaucrats.

Decades of hard farm work 
hardly lifted the peasantry out 
of poverty nor improved the 
country’s backward agriculture. 
Because of onerous land rent 

they have to pay landlords 
and/or usurious lenders and 
traders for the farm inputs 
and supplies, their produce 
can hardly make ends meet 
much more invest on farming 
improvement. With typhoons 
and disasters and absence of 
aid and subsidies, farmers 
get mired in debts with every 
poor harvest. In time, they fall 
deeper and deeper into penury. 
This feudal exploitation is 
at the root of poverty of 
the majority of the Filipino 
population. Combined with 
semifeudal or introduction 
of some capitalist traits (such 
as the unequal import-export 
relationship) into the feudal 
economy, these kept our 
agriculture backward and 
consequently, kept our entire 
economy lacking in means to 
start industrialization.

The importation of capital 
goods such as machines, 
fuels, and even agricultural 
inputs, and the exportation 
of agricultural crops and 
other natural resources like 
mineral ores, characterize the 
semifeudal economy of the 
Philippines.  
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Not even the pandemic 
has compelled the Duterte 
government to stop 
implementing policies 
detrimental to farmers but 
beneficial to landlords, 
compradors, and foreign 
corporations.

The Duterte government has 
the least distributed land under 
the reactionary government’s 
CARP. Duterte minced no 
words in warning the tillers 
and indigenous peoples that 
their lands will be offered to 
highest foreign bidders. He 
intensified the “all-out” war 
against the CPP, NPA and the 
National Democratic Front 
that seek to solve the centuries-
old problem of landlessness 
through the new democratic 
revolution. The agrarian 
revolution through free land 
distribution to the landless 
tillers is the main content 
of the CPP-NPA-NDF’s 
democratic revolution. 

Like the previous puppet 
regimes, the Duterte regime’s 
centerpiece program the 
“Build, Build, Build”—
consists of infrastructure 
projects that mean more land 
conversion and reclamation—
only contribute further 
to the landlessness of and 
injustice to farmers, fisherfolk 

and indigenous people. All 
these they continued despite 
the pandemic; as do their 
programs to shift to high value 
crops, paid-for irrigation, 
and continued dependency 
on imported farm inputs and 
machinery. These further 
burdened the peasantry but 
delivered higher profits and 
rents to the big landlords, big 
compradors, and multinational 
mining, plantation, and energy 
corporations.

Taking advantage of lockdowns 
and hindrances to protest 
actions, Duterte allowed the 
destructive mining, quarrying 
and logging operations to 
resume despite the opposition 
of the locals. It has recently 
lifted the ban on new mining 
agreements. 

Under Duterte, agriculture 
and peasant livelihood 
plunged to new lows as the 
regime continuously shrunk 
the already small budget for 
support to agriculture.  Not 
even the pandemic prompted it 
to think of handing subsidies, 
aid or relief. Government 
support for facilities and 
subsidies have a budget share 
of just 1.6 percent in 2021, 
slashed further from what used 
to be 3.6 percent in 2017-2019.
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While grossly neglecting 
the farmers and local food 
producers, the Duterte regime 
unleashed unfair competition 
to domestic agriculture, 
recklessly allowing agricultural 
imports to flood the country 
no thanks to its adoption of 
neoliberal policies and corrupt 
bureaucrats.

Peasant groups have opposed 
the rice tarrification law, 
warning it will destroy the 
local rice producers and 
imperil the nation’s food 
security. The law pushed rice 
farmers to bankruptcy while 
rice cartels and importers 
favored by the Duterte 
administration amassed more 
profits. Before the pandemic, 
the Duterte government 
negotiated with rice producing 
countries to beef up the 
country’s rice stocks—making 
us an agricultural country 
ironically reduced to becoming 
the world’s top rice importer. 
Duterte sought to import 
300,000 tons of rice for stocks 
during the pandemic.

As if killing off local rice 
producers is not enough, 
other local food industries 
such as the hog industry are 
now threatened also by over-
importation. The Department 
of Agriculture has reportedly 
been involved in multi-billion 
tongpats (price padding) 
corruption related to massive 
importation of agricultural 
products like pork, chicken 
and fish.  

While all of the above 
dislocated and reduced 
incomes of farmers, 
farmworkers and fisherfolk, 
prices rose such that even the 
local food producers cannot 
afford to buy food. 

In stark contrast to what the 
Duterte government has been 
doing, a sustained financial 
assistance and direct support 
for producers are very much 
in order especially during a 
pandemic. The government 
failed to strengthen, and 
instead, weakened the 
country’s agriculture and food 
production, which can be 
accomplished through genuine 
land reform.
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The Duterte regime is ending its term heavily reviled for 
bungling the containment measures to the pandemic. Its failure 

or criminal negligence is systemic—it is as bureaucrat capitalism 
does.

Before and during the 
pandemic, its actions 
exposed it as “the starkest 
representative of the evils of 
imperialism, feudalism and 
bureaucrat capitalism,” as a 
statement of the Communist 
Party of the Philippines put 
it. Indeed, even under the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Duterte regime imposed anti-
people and neoliberal policies 
that blatantly favor the big 
bourgeois compradors, the 
big landlord class, and foreign 
big capitalists. These policies 
have been repeatedly proven 
to worsen the socio-economic 
conditions of the people, 
making the people more 
vulnerable to crises.

To push and reap benefits from 
such unjust policies—amid 
the growing resistance and 
revolutionary struggle of the 
people—Duterte showed what 

his regime, the no. 1 terrorist 
in the Philippines, can do. A 
few months into the pandemic, 
in July 2020, his regime put 
into effect the ‘anti-terror 
law,’ seeking to impose a de-
facto martial law all over the 
country and employ the armed 
forces and police to instill fear 
among the people. The Duterte 
regime milked the pandemic 
to continue securing kickbacks 
from foreign contracts and 
loans. It incurred more loans 
at a faster pace and blatantly 
sold the country’s sovereignty. 
As the foremost representative 
of bureaucrat capitalists, the 
tyrant Duterte consistently 
showed how power is used to 
serve the narrow self-interests 
of his clique in and out of the 
bureaucracy. 

No wonder the Duterte regime 
responded to the pandemic as 
follows:
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No vision, no plan. Faced with 
a health and social crisis, the 
regime’s response was at best 
disorganized and messy. It has 
neither a plan nor the political 
will to genuinely come up with 
measures on how to protect the 
country and the people from 
the pandemic and its impact on 
the lives and livelihood of the 
people.

No sense of urgency, no focus. 
In addressing the peoples’ 
needs, the regime acted 
without a sense of urgency. Yet, 
it acted quickly when it sought 
self-serving licenses, such as 
the congressional stamp to 
grant the President emergency 
powers through Bayanihan 1 
and 2. The bureaucratic red 
tape coupled with ineptness 
and corruption was a monster 
stronger than the virus to those 
in need, as seen in the slow and 
chaotic distribution of relief 
goods, the Social Amelioration 
Program or SAP, and later, the 
procurement and roll-out of 
the vaccine.   

No sense of responsibility 
and accountability. For all 
the government’s failed and 
disastrous responses, it swiftly 
tossed the responsibility 
and accountability to the 
masses, peddling the pasaway 
(undisciplined, hard-headed) 

narrative—the urban poor 
who went out to earn during 
the quarantine, the workers 
who squeezed in themselves 
in limited buses and trains, the 
jeepney drivers who protested 
to get back to work. If need be, 
local government units who 
bore most of the burden and 
the low-ranked employees 
of departments were called 
to task, shamed, or even 
threatened.

Meanwhile, when the people 
acted together to help each 
other, the Duterte regime was 
quick to demonize, ride on, 
or try to sabotage it. It red-
tagged relief and health drives, 
community pantries, and 
people’s demands for genuine 
aid, relief, and responses to 
the pandemic. This regime’s 
most shameless evasion of 
responsibility to the crises 
was to peddle lies and shift 
the public’s attention to the 
revolutionary groups CPP-
NPA-NDF.

“No money” is an oft-quoted 
excuse yet trillions of pesos 
acquired through loans are 
at the disposal of the Duterte 
regime. Also, even lawmakers 
conceded during budget 
hearings that it was not that 
there’s no money. The priorities 
just lay elsewhere.
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For example, the Duterte 
administration dragged its 
foot in procuring vaccines. 
It allotted just a pittance for 
vaccines. There was only Php 
2.5 billion guaranteed budget 
for vaccines, much of the 
boasted (higher) amount of up 
to Php 82 billion for vaccines 
were under conditional or 
“waiting list” funds. It means 
the budget may never be 
available. Instead, the current 
national budget guarantees 
funds for Duterte’s corruption-
filled infrastructure projects, 
more money for fascist troops, 
and tax cuts for big businesses.

The criminal negligence of 
the Duterte regime on the 
pandemic was a display of the 
bankruptcy and rottenness 
of bureaucrat capitalism. 
Haunted and shaken by the 
consequences of the crimes 
it has committed, it resorts 
to all-out fascism in a vain 
attempt to maintain itself in 
power against the challenge of 
armed revolutionary struggle 
and the legal, democratic mass 
movement.
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Every Filipino, even if one isn’t a revolutionary, would want 
the strategic direction of the Philippine economy geared 

towards strengthening public social services such as health and 
education, agriculture, and Filipino-owned industries; at the 
same time ensuring ecological sustainability and social justice. 
The government should have led in implementing a genuine land 
reform program and planned trade and production to advance                           
national industrialization.

But dominated by US 
imperialism and its allies, 
the Philippines was forcibly 
integrated in global production 
chains of monopoly capitalists. 
Since then, it turned dependent 
on imports and as mere 
producers of certain cash crops, 
exporters of labor and raw 
materials (causing brain drain 
and damaged environment), 
and host country of cheap and 
repressed workers.  

The country’s development 
stagnated, no thanks to US 
imperialism which continues 
to dominate the political, 
economic, and cultural life 
of the Filipinos. Through its 
puppets in government (the 
bureaucrat capitalists currently 
led by Rodrigo Duterte), 
and the big landlords and 
comprador bourgeoisie, US 
imperialism and its allies 
plundered the country’s 
resources. Today, Duterte’s 

double puppetry to US 
and China has exacerbated 
the chronic crisis of the 
semicolonial and semifeudal 
Philippines.  

Imperialism has caused 
the puppet government to 
sabotage Philippines’ economic 
development. Imperialism 
made bowing to it both a 
profitable and a political 
survival tool for bureaucrat 
capitalists like Duterte. The 
architects and beneficiaries of 
this system have taken actions 
more for their profits, power 
and land monopoly. 

The country’s 
underdevelopment has always 
been most exposed whenever 
disasters hit. It became far 
starker with the Covid-19 
pandemic. When it hit, the 
disintegrating semicolonial, 
semifeudal system can no 
longer hold up. 
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The Filipino people, especially 
the poor, felt the fatal impact 
of imperialism’s neoliberal 
policies, specifically on the 
country’s healthcare system 
during the pandemic as they 
were largely left to fend for 
themselves. 

Neglecting and sabotaging 
the country’s prospects in 
developing its industries such 
as medical and pharmaceutical 
which became the most 
immediate needs to respond 
to the pandemic—from test 
kits to personnel protective 
equipment, ventilators and 
other medical supplies, 
medicine, and at some 
point even masks—left the 
government with no choice but 
to depend on importation and 
to wait in line when supplies 
could be made available to the 
country.  

While criminally negligent in 
actually helping the people 
to beat COVID-19, Duterte 
sought to consolidate its rule 
of terror and control of the 
state to ensure for himself and 
his clique loot from kickbacks, 
loans, pork barrel, and 
intelligence funds. 

Note also how the regime 
has intensified its moves 
to railroad charter change 
to further open up the 
Philippines to imperialist 
plunder. The Duterte regime 
has also grown more blatant at 
sticking up for its imperialist 
masters—allowing and in 
fact actively demanding for 
US imperialist’s military aid 
and military basing, among 
others, as well as giving way to 
China’s military occupation of 
Philippine reefs.s

Elsewhere around the world, 
Covid-19 has exposed and 
aggravated the anti-social 
character of the world 
capitalist system. It is a system 
intrinsically devoted to profit-
seeking and self-interest even 
at the cost of endangering itself 
and causing depressions and 
recessions. With the pandemic, 
it exposed itself for further 
aggravating the vulnerability 
and suffering of people it has 
long exploited, oppressed and 
cheated of their rights to social 
services such as in the fields 
of public health, education, 
housing, and even water. 
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Even amid the pandemic, 
the monopoly bourgeoisie 
and capitalist states defended 
their monopolies and 
privileges. It starkly showed, 
for example, in their holding 
on to patents on vaccines 
that they produced with 
massive public spending. It 
showed also in the continuing 
imperialist sanctions that 
inhibited cooperation in facing 
pandemics, and in the ongoing 
wars of counterrevolution, 
imperialist aggression, and 
imperialist rivalries.

Under neoliberal economic 
policy, one of the ways 
imperialism sought to 
squeeze more profits without 
solving its persistent crises 

of overproduction, the broad 
masses of the people have been 
forced to suffer low wages, 
reduced benefits, reduced 
social services, insecure jobs 
and retirement.  

“The neoliberal economic 
policy has liberalized trade and 
investments, provided tax cuts, 
incentives and bailouts to the 
monopoly bourgeoisie, pressed 
down wages and other incomes 
of the lower classes, privatized 
public assets, reduced social 
services, imposed austerity 
measures, removed social and 
environmental regulations 
and denationalized the less 
developed economies of the 
world,” said the CPP in a 
statement. 

Heighten workers’ solidarity against the 
capital system

READ

https://ilps.info/en/2020/04/28/heighten-workers-solidarity-against-the-capitalist-system/ 
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At “normal” times, poor people already lived with dismal health 
and housing services, lack of access to food, water and health 
services. During pandemics, all these were aggravated, and the 
oppressed and exploited people became even more vulnerable. 
They have little to no means to practice social distancing and feed 
themselves when lockdowns reduced their incomes. They have 
little to no means to seek medical attention when it’s priced above 
their reach, no thanks to privatization.

In the Philippines, the COVID 19 pandemic highlighted the 
lethality for the people of the imperialist stranglehold on 
this country’s lifeblood. It reared its ugly head not just in the 
deleterious effects of privatization and deregulation. It also reared 
its ugly head in how our economy has been stunted, forced 
to remain backward, agricultural, a mere dumping ground of 
imperialist countries’ surplus capital, a mere source of cheap labor 
and raw materials.

On the International Situation, Covid-19 
pandemic & people’s response

READ

https://cpp.ph/2020/04/09/on-the-intl-situation-covid-19-pandemic-peoples-response/
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The victories won by the people against Duterte’s criminal 
negligence at protecting them from the pandemic showed how 

solidarity and collective action can effect meaningful changes in 
society.  

This show of force expressed 
people’s unity against the 
regime’s repressive measures in 
dealing with the pandemic—
suppression of information, the 
spread of misinformation and 
disinformation, red-tagging, 
illegal arrests and extrajudicial 
killings, and the sell-out of 
the country’s sovereignty. It 
was an act of defiance to the 
regime’s failure to institute 
health measures such as mass 
testing and prompt vaccination 
program and providing ayuda, 
specifically the Php10,000  
financial aid for all those 
displaced from their jobs and 
livelihood. 

Playing the resiliency card 
to comfort the victims, the 
government of the ruling elite, 
again, extolled and exploited 
the masses’ resiliency and 
undying hope. Yes, the masses 
who have had enough are 
relentless in the realization 
of their eternal hope, their 
aspiration to break the yoke of 
oppression and exploitation 
that have long hounded 

them; and to draw a plan for 
their social and economic 
emancipation as they heighten 
their struggle for eventual 
liberation.  

Faced with the bankruptcy 
of the semicolonial and 
semifeudal system and 
its irreversible collapse, 
the people’s solidarity 
provided immediate relief 
and amplified the voices of 
those severely affected by 
a militarist approach and 
unending lockdowns—the 
only “solution” known to the 
Duterte regime. While the 
regime tried to prop up the 
collapsing social order, the 
people’s solidarity offered a 
comforting prospect of a new 
future. 

Cutting across sectors, classes, 
and political persuasions, the 
people fought for their rights—
online and on the streets, 
in the urban centers and in 
the countryside, armed and 
unarmed. 
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Covid-19 bared the rottenness 
of the current system and 
pointed to the need to uproot 
the evils of bureaucrat 
capitalism, feudalism, and 
imperialism. It affirmed the 
necessity and validity of the 
need for a revolutionary 
change. Recognizing that 
reforms do not last as long as 
the oppressive and exploitative 
system remains, this serves to 
strengthen the people’s resolve 
to push forward the people’s 
democratic revolution. 

All over the world, oppressed 
peoples are opposing the 
oppressive regimes that used 
the pandemic to further 
exploit the people, especially 
the working class. Like the 
Filipino masses, they demand 

for jobs, economic relief, and 
health measures to sufficiently 
address the pandemic.  

Greater battles lie ahead 
between the people and the 
crumbling semicolonial, 
semifeudal system and the 
bureaucrats who wield power 
to sustain it. But the pandemic 
has shown the people the 
path of the revolution as the 
only way out of the cycle of 
oppression and repression. 
The people, in unison, are 
using all their potentials and 
creativity not just to adopt to, 
or mitigate, the situation, but 
more to create a “new normal” 
Philippines— sovereign, 
independent, progressive and 
truly responsive to the needs of 
the masses.

https://liberation.ndfp.org/main-stream/in-ph-guerrilla-zones-how-the-revolutionaries-respond-to-pandemic/ 
https://liberation.ndfp.org/main-stream/npa-and-masses-continue-to-build-and-strengthen-the-revolutionary-mass-base/ 



