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The revolutionary New People’s Army and the 
reactionary Armed Forces of the Philippines 
and the Philippine National Police are poles 
apart.

One is the army of the revolutionaries fighting 
for people’s rights that seeks to change 
the system that oppresses and exploits the 
people; the other belongs to the reactionary 
government that aims to preserve the system 
and protect the interests of the imperialists, 
landlords, comprador bourgeoisie, and 
bureaucrat capitalists.
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Currently, there exist two 
governments in the country — 
whether the reactionary state 
acknowledges it or not. One 
is reactionary and the other 
revolutionary. One is headed by its 
chief bureaucrat capitalist, currently 
Pres. Duterte; the other is led by the 
Communist Party of the Philippines 
(CPP), with its army the NPA, and 
the National Democratic Front of 
the Philippines (NDFP). Both are 
co-belligerent in the ongoing civil 
war in the country. In the peace 
negotiations, the NDFP represents 
the revolutionary forces, the 
revolutionary mass organizations, 
and the organs of political power.

For the CPP, NPA and NDFP, the 
revolution is being carried out in 
pursuit of the welfare and interests 
of the people. And there lies the 
difference between the NPA and the 
AFP-PNP. 

Since it was established by the 
CPP in March 1969, the NPA has 
adhered to the strictest of discipline, 
essentially embodied in its “Three 
main rules of discipline and eight 
points of attention.” 

The masses cherish the NPA and 
held them in high esteem as their 
true army. Truth is, to the masses, 
the NPA is also their doctor, 
agriculturist, teacher, arbiter, 
counsellor, farm assistant, cook, and 
yes, dishwasher. It’s something the 
AFP has been trying to copy but 
the stench of its rotten mercenary 
orientation hang around them.

Remember this crucial difference 
between the revolutionaries and the 
reactionary, because in too many 
cases, manufactured or twisted, the 
reactionary governments attempted 
to cover up the facts. The following 
is a big example.

Three main rules of discipline and 
the eight points of attention

The New People’s Army
is NOT for hire
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Instruments of defense                                                                            
In June 2021, a university 
football athlete who went 
mountain biking with family 
members in Masbate met an 
untimely death in an explosion 
instantly attributed by the 
military to the NPA. What 
followed were harsh criticisms, 
lies and threats.

Despite the resulting news 
reports quoting police and 
military sources, no one 
immediately believed. For 
one, over the past 50 years, the 
NPA has already established 
that it operates on the basic 
principle of protecting the 
civilians from danger in 
carrying out the revolutionary 
project for the liberation of 
the people. Also, the NPA 
has been known to own up 
to its errors, apologizes, and 
offers compensation to those 
affected.

On June 8, two days after the 
incident, the CPP expressed 
“deep remorse over the 
untimely and unnecessary 
deaths of cousins Keith and 
Nolven Absalon.” It also said 
that investigation was ongoing 
to determine the errors and 
weaknesses that led to the 
tragedy.

The Masbate incident is just 
the latest in the long-running 
attempt of the reactionary 
Philippine government to 
mislead the people and tie the 
hands of the revolutionaries. 
The reactionary government 
has been misspending billions 
of public funds to bomb 
communities, destroy farms 
and the environment, and kill 
civilians; but it unashamedly 
twisted facts to demonize the 
revolutionaries. The use of 
landmines has been one of its 
“dirt” on the revolutionaries.

Considering the specific 
characteristics of people’s 
war in the Philippines, the 
revolutionaries have proven 
through the years how effective 
land mines are as “instruments 
of defense” against enemy 
troops. In the realities of the 
protracted people’s war, the 
masses in the revolutionary 
bases or zones are involved 
in planning, installing, 
safekeeping of landmines 
and IEDs. With it they can 
safely, directly, and exclusively 
execute a hit only on legitimate 
targets.
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In its published policy on the use of landmines, the 
NDFP emphasized that it’s harmful to the revolutionary 
movement to give up the legitimate use of land mines. 
Such landmines, it said, are effective at discouraging 
or frustrating advances on the ground by infantry 
and vehicle-riding troops.  It also stated the NPA is 
committed “not to direct its gunfire and land mines 
against the civilians but is allowed to direct the same 
against military targets, including combat troops whether 
they are walking or riding in any military or military-
commandeered vehicle.” 

The AFP fulminates at the revolutionaries’ use of 
landmines, misrepresenting their troops as if they are 
“victims of human rights violations” when they are 
combatants and as such legitimate targets in warfare. If 
the NPAs would not ward them off the revolutionary 
territories, the reactionary troops would have harmed 
the locals, sabotaged the gains of social and economic 
reforms in the guerrilla zones, and “clear” the area for 
unhampered imperialist plunder.

It is the reactionary government that has 80% of 
its victims were civilians, said NDFP chief political 
consultant Jose Maria Sison. Its troops kill people by 
mere suspicion they are NPA or NPA supporters; and it 
has not even started to conduct investigation of state-
perpetrated human rights violations. 

The cascades of reactionary lies against the 
revolutionaries have always attempted to bury 
the reactionary government’s responsibility and 
accountability to the people victimized by its 
“counterinsurgency” operations. Below are some of the 
verifiable truths the reactionary government and troops 
would rather the people will not hear and see:
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The revolutionary forces led, by the CPP, NPA 
and NDFP, have strictly adhered to and highly 
valued respect for human rights and international 
humanitarian laws.

The NDFP policy on the use of land mines 
emphasized the revolutionary movement’s “… 
great pains to observe the highest standards of 
international humanitarian law in carrying out 
its struggle as a national liberation movement as 
demonstrated by its solemn, formal and official 
adherence to the 1949 Geneva Conventions and its 
1977 Protocols and even took the earnest initiative 
to have both the GRP and itself to forge the 
CARHRIHL.”

The on and off peace negotiations between the 
revolutionaries through the NDFP and the 
Government of the Republic of the Philippines 
have resulted in the Comprehensive Agreement 
on Human Rights and Respect of International 
Humanitarian Laws (CARHRIHL), the first of the 
four substantive agenda of the peace negotiations 
as outlined in The Hague Joint Declaration of 
1992. The CARHRIHL embodied the spirit of The 
Hague Joint Declaration which upholds “mutually 
accepted principles such as national sovereignty, 
democracy and social justice.”

The CARHRIHL was signed in 1998 by the leading 
representatives of the NDFP and the GRP head 
of state under the then Estrada government. It 
remained a valid agreement of both parties under 
any administration of the GRP.

It should be noted that the demand of the Duterte 
regime to surrender members of the NPA 
responsible for the Masbate incident is a violation 
of the CARHIHL as both the GRP and the NDFP, 
under the principles of mutuality and reciprocity, 
remain to have separate duties and responsibilities. 
And in this case, the CPP maintains its sole 
authority over the NPA.   
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The reactionary troops and spokespersons of the 
GRP have not only been spreading rumors that 
CARHRIHL is “no longer applicable.” They are 
trying to ride on public sympathy for victims of 
explosion to disregard the signed human rights 
deal. They are pushing unilateral proposals as if 
there were no agreed upon means to investigate 
and resolve cases of violations of human rights and 
humanitarian laws.

Applying CARHRIHL, cases such as the Masbate 
incident, can be investigated jointly or separately 
by the GRP and the NDFP.  CARHRIHL provides 
for mechanisms to investigate and punish violators 
of human rights and international humanitarian 
laws. One such mechanism is holding joint 
investigations through the GRP-NDFP Joint 
Monitoring Council (JMC) formed under the 
CARHRIHL.

So far, as of last count, there are 6,000 complaints 
lodged against the AFP-PNP in the CARHRIHL 
Joint Monitoring Committee. There were 2000 
complaints lodged against the NPA.

Juliet De Lima, interim chair of NDFP peace panel, 
said the “GRP absolutely has no moral ground to 
ask that whoever will be found responsible will 
be surrendered to GRP.” The GRP has not even 
investigated yet the killings, abductions of civilians 
and peace consultants, she said.

Even if no one filed a case with the JMC, the 
NDFP “obligates itself to investigate the Masbate 
incident,” de Lima said. She clarified they are 
establishing what really happened, whether the 
detonation was intended or an error.
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The revolutionary forces’ assertion to conduct 
its own investigation is in compliance with 
international humanitarian laws. Luis Jalandoni, 
chair of NDFP peace panel for 20 years and 
currently a senior adviser for peace negotiations, 
explained that the separateness and independence 
of the two parties—the GRP and the NDFP and 
their justice systems—have been established in the 
Hague Joint Declaration in the beginning of peace 
negotiations.

“It is a good thing, it’s praiseworthy, that a certain 
unit/individuals have taken responsibility and 
facilitating investigation in Masbate,” said Jose 
Maria Sison, founding chair of the CPP and chief 
political consultant of the NDFP. He said the 
people’s democratic government, people’s court, 
assumes responsibility in whole investigation, and 
in determining the discipline to be carried out.
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The use of landmines has long been used 
by the GRP in public discourse to vilify the 
revolutionaries.

In fact, the revolutionaries are all for prohibiting 
landmines detonated by contact, consistent with 
the Ottawa convention. On the other hand, 
said Ottawa convention does not ban the use of 
command-detonated landmines. It is also silent on 
other explosives such as cluster bombs often used 
by US imperialist in their wars of aggression.

The NPA is the people’s army.  As Prof. Sison said, 
it’s common sense: the NPA won’t be a people’s 
army if it doesn’t know its weapons and that 
these ARE NOT TO BE DIRECTED AGAINST 
CIVILIANS.

“It is a matter of judgment for commanders. He or 
she is responsible and not stupid enough to destroy 
the civilians,” Sison said. In so many detonated 
events in the past, the NPA’s have successfully 
targeted armed combatants.

From experience, land mines of the NPA are made, 
stocked, deployed and for use under the close 
supervision of the CPP, the people’s government, and 
the democratic mass organizations in a given area.

As such, whatever the outcome of investigation in 
the Masbate incident, Sison said what happened 
there is “a rare, isolated case.”
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The NPA is the people’s army, the people’s defense against 
the oppressors and exploiters for more than 50 years now. 
Through ups and downs, the NPA is committed to serve 
the people from where they come from—peasants, workers, 
indigenous people, youth, women, professionals, artists. 
Without perks and profits, all they have is the burning desire 
to serve the people, destroy the oppressive and exploitative 
structures that burden the people, and build a society that 
truly serves the interests of the poor majority.
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