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EDITORIAL

AN ANTI-IMPERIALIST PROPOSAL FOR PEACE

Early this year, the National Democratic Fréorivarded to the entire nation and the Aquino gomeent a fresh and bold
proposal for peace: a declaration of unilateralsefiee on its part provided the Aquino governmedoms as policy the
dismantling of the US military bases by 1991.

The Communist Party of the Philippines fullypports the NDF's anti-imperialist proposal forgeaThe Party considers the
proposal as wholly in accord with the aspirationtteé Filipino people for national independence aational dignity and
consistent with their decades-long struggle to fheeFilipino nation from US imperialist stranglétho

The NDF's proposal is the latest in a serfesnportant moves sincerely and earnestly takerthgyrevolutionary front to
address the problem of civil war and peace in thentry within the only framework which can provigenuine and long-lasting
solutions to it -- a comprehensive resolution af thasic problems of the country, which are US iigtiem, feudalism and
bureaucrat-capitalism.

Indissolubly linked to the entire questionu$ economic and political domination of the counthe issue of the US military
bases is at the core of the national questiois dhe fundamental question which lies behind #ugng civil war.

Though in a less direct manner, but in no &gsificant proportion, the bases issue is tiedaithe social question of mass
poverty and the general backwardness of the ndfieer. since US imperialism's bloody arrival on ehores, it has consistently
sustained feudal and semifeudal exploitation incinentry and stunted national industrializatiorheTUS military bases and the
US interventionist troops therein are instrumeatsrisure success for US imperialism's exploitaiwes in the Philippines.

Of course, it cannot be presumed that oncé&JBidases are removed the domestic structuregustioe will readily crumble,
along with the entire system of US imperialist doation and control in our country. But this is mdiat the NDF proposal
wishes to point out.

What the NDF is saying, and has been sayihglahg, is that the only correct approach to filgda genuine and lasting
solution to the problem of the present civil stigeo attack it at its roots. The crisis thanigs about the civil war is systemic.
Thus, the removal of the US bases can only beréngfgoint, though a very meaningful one.

The NDF proposal, far from diminishing the Whaveight and impact of the armed struggle, in faghlights what the armed
struggle stands for. It isin sharp contrast toltiggocritical stance of the present regime whichagegithe armed conflict with
pure, naked violence but obfuscates the fact tmatgovernment and exploiting classes have beerashileg violence, now
called total war, against the people in defensb@finjust status quo.

The NDF proposal is an appeal to the patrisgictiments of the broadest array of Filipinosluding those in the upper strata
of society, to assert their nationhood againstehalso want the Motherland to be forever on herk@eesher children forever at
war with each other. It is an appeal to use pédrioas a living force to lift our country and theasses of our people from
centuries-old poverty, injustice and backwardness.

The NDF proposal is correct in principle, fisline with popular sentiment and is a reasonatagisg point for a sincere
search for peace. The Party challenges the Aquimergment to accept the NDF's anti-imperialist psa for peace.
* % *
JAPAN'S OFFICIAL AID:
WHO'S REALLY AIDING WHOM?

Japanese official aid to the Philippines ikimg a most dramatic turn: its volume is rapidlsimg; and more significantly, its
application is taking a new strategic thrust. ds lyone beyond its traditional role of facilitatihg net outflow of resources from
the country -- to that of funding counter-revolutio

This is one result of the combined reactionthaf United States and Japan in the face of "grgwiolitical and economic
instability in the Philippines" which, from the st#point of their strategic security interests, #teas imperialist hegemony in
this part of the world.

In January 1985, Japan and the United Stapeed to coordinate their respective foreign aiticigs at the highest level.
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The point of coordi-nation zeroed in on marshallofficial development assistance (ODA) or governtiresources intended as
foreign aid for selected countries which are "sigatally important to the West" and are "threatebgdommunist insurgency."

In keeping with the agreement, Japan made¢bessary adjustments in its subsequent ODA plahset forth the rationale
for sustaining the increases in the volume of iBACand for promoting ODA among countries in "un$gategions to prevent
them from turning to communism."

In October 1987, amid the intermittent deteriion of US finances on one hand, and the rapalimalation of Japanese
capital surplus on the other, Japan was called @panlarge its contribution to the burden-shamfgnaintaining the world
capitalist system by expanding its ODA.

In June 1988, Japan drew up its 1988-1992 @@A, setting a $50-billion target during the pdriar double the 1983-1987
figure.

Today, Japan has emerged as the world's galtinor of ODA, and isbecoming, alongside the Ukgydeterminant to the
development of many a Third World economy.

Japan's global ODA

In 1987, the aggregate amount of Japan's G&ahed $7.454 billion, a world record next onlyttte US'. In 1988, Japan
gained the ODA ascendancy by setting aside $lidmilbr the year, topping the US' 1988-1989 buad&i8.7 billion.

The dramatic increases in Japan's ODA in tegears can be largely attributed to the remarkalplereciation of the yen
since September 1985, more than reflecting Japanipetitive economic strength.

Thus, with burgeoning capital surplus madenew®re formidable by a stronger currency, Japdrésesin the world's total
resource flows (ODA plus other government funds;gte investments and loans) to developing cousitied risen to 24.3% or
$20.46 billion by 1987, the highest based on coatpar estimates.

Likewise, the number of developing countridseve Japan had stood as the biggest ODA giverrttadased from six in 1970
to 13 in 1975, and to 25 in 1986.

"A situation is arising where Japan's aid b@some an essential part of the development plamaimy countries and without

the smooth flow of assistance funds from Japan,dmentation of the development plan will be hamggrelapanese
officialdom beamed while presiding over the allématand distribution of ODA in the coming years.

ODA program goals and policies

Officially, Japan's foreign aid program is gghtowards realizing the twin goals of promotirggobal economic growth
through the economic develop-ment of developingntes” and contributing "to peace and stability the international
community.” However, the approach to the impleragoh of the
program may be altered based on "the changing@amwient."

In providing development assistance, diplometinsiderations in promoting bilateral relations always taken into account.
And in order to accentuate the diplomatic effeds said that "each aid project must
contribute to the economic and social developmétiierecipient countries."
For which reason, two-thirds (for a time, 100%)Japanese ODA go to Asian countries. (Similarlg, tt8 sends 40% of its aid
package to Israel and Egypt; France allots one-toiits overseas territories and another one-thiiits former colonies.)

Traditionally, Japanese ODA is used mainlyitance infrastructure projects in Asian countfieked to the promotion of
Japanese exports (i.e. heavy machineries) and rement of raw materials (i.e. ores, logs). In récgars, however, non-
project-type aid employed as stopgaps in balancpagfnents and budget deficits (i.e. commodity loha¥ also risen to
prominence in the light of the current internatioshebt crisis.

ODA through the years

In the '50s and '60s, reparations and ODAdoaere extensively used only to pay for Japaneperexand subsidize the
efficient dispatch of Japanese raw material requiérgs (so-called tied aid). Very high, therefone,the ratio of ODA
disbursements were for economic infrastructures pads, bridges, ports), energy, communicatiehteamsportation.

In the '70s, Japan's penetration of Asian ecoes via ODA and the link-up of trade with aid @aomder fire. Japan was
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then compelled to clarify the basic philosophy uhdeg its foreign aid. Then came a new coinagelapanese aid lingo:
"recognition of interdependence" and "humanitadansi-deration." Thus, also came grant aids oe&faners" to what were
actually out-and-out commercial deals financed BAO

In the '80s, Japan began to enter a periodigif economic growth and toemerge as the worldalthiest (in terms of
financial and physical assets) and largest credition, even as other capitalist economies werechin financial bankruptcy or
stagnant growth. "(Japanese) responsibility ass@nomic power" was amplified to mean that "Japlaoukl engage in
economic cooperation for the purpose of economit sotial development and promote the welfare ofeliging countries
commensurate with its economic power." But corenity, as the international debt crisis threatetoestoke the fires of social
revolution in Third World countries and set aflathe world capitalist system sustained mainly bydns Japanese international
finance capital, another role was assigned to Jaea@®DA.

Strateqic aid arrives

At the US-Japan foreign ministerial talks pitio the summit meeting in 1985, the coordinatidéthe foreign aid policies of
the two countries with emphasis on strategic aid ighlighted in the agenda. The point was maearavhen former US State
Secretary George Shultz remarked: "We welcome thiet phat Japan is not only increasing the amodif®BA but also it is
carrying it out, while taking into consideratiord @ areas which are important for peace and galvilthe world..."

Strategic aid, as articulated by the US, moP@mic aid to developing and other nations whighia positions strategically
important for the West, from the standpoint of s@gli Japan sees it as "such aid as to prevaipient nations from becoming
communized for such reasons as economic uneasindbs,view of the US." (Translation by the US Exsby in Tokyo.)

Since 1978, the year Japan started its ODublifng plan, the US has been urging the formeraddsthright with strategic
aid. But Japan had avoided it officially until itevised 1986-1992 ODA plan came into terms witttayjmg a role
commensurate with its expanded national power surnworld peace and stability (and its) memberghighe industrialized
world."

The ODA plan further stated: "As some of tlaises of various disputes in developing regionsatiributed to economic
instability and difficulties including problems atéd to poverty, aid would consequently contritiatevorld peace and stability.
It is increasingly necessary to make an approadelefcting the regions and countries from the v@nipof contributing to the
peace and stability of the international society."

Unmindful of such ODA rhetorics, Japan's raiijt establishment was snappy enough to admit #pstnls "economic support
for ASEAN, including its aid to the Philippines, w@rtually strategic aid, with an eye to the Sowistion's infiltration of the
Indochina Peninsula."

Japan's ODA to the Philippines

Still and all, Japan now stands as the biggesgiver to the Philip-pines. From 1969 to 198% cumulative amount of
Japan's ODA commitments to the Philippines read®4d682 billion yen, over half of which had alredaBen disbursed. For
the first time in 1987, with a view to stabilizitige fledgling Aquino regime, Japan allocated ttigdat share (120.6 billion yen)
out of its global ODA to the country.

Japan had contributed more than 50% of thed btateral ODA the Philippines received in netliirsements in the last six
years from about 18 donor countries. There isifsigmce, therefore, in holding the pledging sessfor the Philippine
Assistance Program or PAP in Tokyo this July. €hdapan promised to deliver $2.602 hillion outhef $3.5 billion in pledges
generated by PAP.

Hewing to the traditional bias of the Japanaseprogram, Japan's ODA to the Philippines weastiy to the power and
transportation sectors and commodity import finegdn that order. The biggest project loans fir@hthe construction of such
infrastructures as the Extra High Voltage Transsimg: Line in Southern Luzon, Tongonan Geothermaldétdlant in Leyte,
Leyte Geothermal Development Project Il, Subic SRgpair Yard, Southern Negros Geothermal Developrard Cagayan
Valley Rural Electrification.

Upon these project loans, bureaucrat capitdeuthe Marcos regime flourished. Almost all pulVorks contracts financed
by yen loans were cornered or controlled by Marrosies and Japanese contractors became




JAPAN'S O D A DISBURSEMENTS TO THE PHILIPPINES

Year Grants La%sid Total
Grant Aid Technical Total
Cooperation $Million

1980 1791 17.80 35.71 98.6 94.40 (4.8)
1981 23.32 21.65 4497 185.0210.05 (9.3)
1982 2212 22.97 45.09 91.2136.38(5.8)
1983 35.84 26.13 61.97 B5.0147.02 (6.1)
1984 26.39 31.30 57.68 102.3160.07 (6.6)
1985 39.96 29.75 69.71 190.2 240.00 (9.4)
1986 41.08 39.30 80.37 387.5437.96(11.4)
1987 66.89 44.90 111.79 267.6379.38 (7.2)

Note: Figures in parentheses indicate percentagye sti total  bilateral ODA
SOURCE: Japan's ODA 1986, 1988 Annual Reports
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tokyo, Japan

veritable sources of graft. It was said in the d&ga Diet (parliament) that
without these loans, Marcos and his cronies woolchave been able to amass
and stash away that much fortune.

In its time, the Marcos regime saw to it tBapanese and other ODA also contributed to thelibgiland consolidation of its
bailiwicks. Eastern Visayas of the Romualdezes ldodhern Luzon of the Marcoses always got the égghunks of ODA
over the years.

Upon the ruins the Marcos regime left behifahan rebuilt its new ODA edifice. On the evehef first anniversary of the
assumption to power of the Aquino regime, Japan prvaslaiming a new turning point in Philippine-Japgconomic relations.
In 1987, it made the Philippines the number onrteut of its ODA and redirected its ODA to critiGxeas in the Philip-pine
economy. The Japanese Embassy in Manila desdtibedw ODA tack as "envisioned to mitigate thelippine foreign debt
problem...and to help attain greater equity in mecadistribution for the alleviation of poverty." IFthe first time since 1969,
Japan provided counterpart funding to project loamd a commodity loan, the proceeds of which maylilerted for budget
support.

When former Japanese Prime Minister Noborue$hita paid a state visit to Manila in December71&88pledge continuing
and increasing Japanese support to the Philipgioeoenic recovery program, Aquino already knew howarm the cockles of
her guest's heart. Citing the vital role of US taily bases in the Philippines in providing secutritySoutheast Asia, including
Japan, Aquino said that Japan was also benefitorg the arrangement. "The Philippines, despitéridds and difficulties has
never faltered in its own contribution to the séguipeace and stability of Southeast Asia andAbia-Pacific region in general”
and "these areas are as vital to Japan's own seand continued progress,” she pointed out.

ODA: Boon or bane?

After World War I, with the accommodation giv by the US following the the San Francisco P8aeaty in 1951, Japan
proceeded to reestablish its predominance in Asia.

In the Philippines, Japan conveniently used neparations and project loans to cultivate thentxyy as a backyard source of
raw materials, dumping ground of machineries, frarsequipment and other manufactures, and a dieldvestment of capital
surplus within the semicolonial and semifeudaligg#fbstered by the US.

In no time at all, Japan became the prinaiestination of Philippine copper concentrates, s lumber, and later bananas
and sintered ore. At the very start, the RP-Jdfréandship Highway built on war reparations and y@ams literally became
Japan's logging, mining and service road in thdiggtmes. Products and people were transported romstly on Japanese
vehicles.

Philippine-Japan trade prospered, with Jap@nnating with the US as the leading trading partnBut all at the country's
expense. Again, Japanese government funds thrtlughExport-Import Bank of Japan (EXIMBANK) were maagly
committed and disbursed for suppliers' credit fipahese heavy machineries and technology expgrtrtraredits for Japanese
corpora-tions importing goods from the Philippireesl buyers' credit coursed through the Nationald?d@orporation (NPC)
and Development Bank of the Philippines.



Consigned as it was as mere supplier of raterials and buyer of finished products, the cotsterms of trade deteriorated
historically, and it incurred chronic trade defsicwhich in turn told heavily on its balance of pants position. Just for the first
half of the '80s, its cumulative trade deficitsiwidtapan had already amounted to $13.095 billiaeréged by $987.92 million in
Japanese ODA during the same period.

O D A: THE OFFICIAL VIEW

Official development assistance (ODA)

1. Resources given to foreign entities by govesmtsior their executive agencies.

2. Main objective is to promote the economic diggment and welfare of developing countries.

3. Concessional in character. Low-interest iegias loan. Has grant element (not to be paid)ldck least 25 per cent.

4. May be provided as capital grant assistaresghnical cooperation, capital subscriptions andrdmrtions to UN agencies
and international financial institutions and goveamnt loans.

5. Internationally recognized as aid in the geatsense.

Other official flows (OOF)

1. Resources handled by Export-Import Bank ofddpr export credits and direct investments.

2. Not considered as official assistance in thieuine sense when used for export promotion areredtinvestment of private
corporations.

Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund
The Japanese government institution in charge oA@@ministration, i.e., disbursement, collectiongayments.

Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
The sole Japanese government agency responsilgeofdding technical cooperation on government-é@ggynment basis.

OECF andJICA are Japan's main instruments for extending ODA to
developing countries.

ODA framework. From its beginnings as war reparations in ths,'3@pan's ODA built up into its present framewotich
consist of technical cooperation, yen loan and tgedah. In 1954, Japan was initiated into the Colonftlan which dealt on
technical cooperation with Southeast Asian coustrie 1958, yen loan was released for the firsetinith India as the first
recipient. In 1968, food aid was launched, folldw®y general grant aid in 1969, grant aid for fid®ein 1974, grant aid for
cultural activities in 1975, grant aid for disastelief in 1976, and aid for increased food progurctn 1977. Multilateral aid, on
the other hand, took form mainly as capital sulpsioms to the World Bank Group and other internaidinancial institutions
such as the Asian Development Bank (1966) whemitéribution amounted to nearly 50% of the bapkisl-in capital; African
Development Bank (1973); and InterAmerican DeveleptBank (1976).

The main pillar of Japan's ODA framework is the y@am. There are three major categories of yen, loamely:

1. project loan - funds for development projects, highways,  dams, irrigation systems;

2. commodity loan - funds for the importationgzfods and services by recipient countriesdfagigh foreign exchange
shortfalls;

3. debt relief - emergency funds intended fofimancing and re- scheduling of debts of rempicountries with critical
balance  of payments position.

Flowback in ODA or EXIMBANK-financed trade snywhere near one-to-one. According to estimateshbyNational
Economic Development Authority (NEDA), for everylido Japan gives, it gets back up to $0.90 in gaodsservices.

As in trade, Japan massively employed EXIMBANW®ans to bolster its investment activities. Amotige largest
beneficiaries were Japanese corporations operatitttge Philippines, namely: Philippine Sinter Cofgintered ore), 18 billion
yen; PASAR (copper concentrates), 4.809 billiodipfias Kao, Inc. (coconut oil processing), 4.20idn; Biophil., Inc. (raw
material for chemical seasoning), 2.822 billionjgitias Engine Corporation (engine manufacturirggR95 billion; Philippine
Shipyard and Engineering Corporation (ship repaif06 billion; and Electro Alloys Corporation, @8billion.

On top of trade profits, plus the return oasth and other direct investments ($913 million fit®81 to 1986), are interest

payments to OECF (2.7 to 3%) and EXIMBANK loans g@midtate borrowings ($2.9 billion) from Japanesenceercial banks (1
to 1-3/4 per cent over LIBORge AB November 1987), which all together are enhanced by the yen'sesgtion in recent years.
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Who's aiding whom?

On balance, therefore, rather than induceraatfer of resources to aid in the genuine ecooad®velopment of the country,
Japanese ODA only enlarges and facilitates theutfow of resources from the Philippines, servimgother purpose than to
aggravate and perpetuate the country's semi-feumbsemicolonial status, in combination or in cotitipe with the US'.

Moreover, to the extent Japanese ODA sup@dagianese monopoly control over the country's miaimdylogging industries
through trade and other marketing arrangemenghaites in the socio-ecological costs of exploitmgnational partrimony. The
people, rivers, mountains and forests of the Clerdis, Cagayan Valley, Samar and the Agusan-Dar@onges have borne the
brunt of such costs.

Now, the same Japanese ODA -- which in no Ismeasure contributed to reducing the nation irgaysy and irreversible
indebtedness and spreading havoc in its naturatemw- is being applied as a sweetener to IMF-Wdhnk impositions. In
December 1987, for instance, OECF extended a #6rbiyen commodity loan to support Philippine "stiwral adjustment
measures such as trade liberalization, tax andiguladrks reform" demanded by the IMF-World Banka fact, as a whole,
OECF yen loans are only released when the coumeyiedic development plan bears already the IMA{@Bank stamp of
approval.

And now, as the Filipino people are revoltgdtbeir impoverished plight and are taking up atmsassert their national
democratric aspirations, Japan is coordinating WithUS on how best to provide ODA, otherwise knasrstrategic aid, to the
Philippines. Now even funds and "infrastructu@sdounter-insurgency” being sent into or builthe country are blessed in the
name of ODA.

Thus, a "situation is arising" whereby Japared is used not only in the speedy appropriativime nation's wealth but also
in the joint suppression of the people's desirg@uine national independence, socio-economic eipetion and prosperity.

For sure, just like the US military bases he Philippines, Japanese "development aid" wilpbeperly dealt with by the
broad anti-imperialist struggle and the nationahderatic movement. Already, the Party and the deti Democratic Front
have served notice to the Japanese governmenspersd at this point in time the giving of ODA t@&tAquino regime.

Japanese ODA should find its proper placehananti-imperialist agenda of our time, along wtle call for freedom from
foreign military bases and freedom from foreigntdsavery.

PAOMBONG MASSACRE: WASHING
THE AQUINO REGIME'S BLOODY HANDS

One after the other, the Aquino regime expatiieabsolved the 42nd Marine Batallion element®wiassacred civilians in
Paombong, Bulacan and the Philippine Army soldvedns massacred civilians in Lupao, Nueva Ecija. @bes only exemplify
the regime's hypocrisy on the issue of human rights

And the message is starkly clear: howeverderthe crime of its fascist minions is, the Aquiagime will just close its eyes
for the benefit of counter-revolution. So much ff@ace advocacy and democratic pretensions!

For human rights advocates, the twin acquititedgs ominous tidings. On the other hand, it @ffers a challenge -- to firm
up one's resolve to expose and oppose any vioteea@gime commits any time against the peoplenatter what.

Truth in Paombong massacre

From the very start, the people knew thatfiseist marines did the loathsome massacre of civikans in Paombong,
including a 13-year old girland a 75-year old grfatiter. But the regime was determined to covethgpincident. When the
investigating body was formed, the intention wastoaender justice to the victims but to washbledy hands of the marines.

There were many witnesses and pieces of esd#irat can complete the picture of the incidert@inpoint to the marines as
the culprits. The revolutionary movement, in fadij its own investigation of the crime. We are dgogtbelow the summary
report of responsible comrades in Bulacan:
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"Midnight of April 27, an NPA squad in sitio aiiknik, barrio San Jose, Paombong, in the provofcBulacan, came to
know about the movement of marines in the area.Réukfighters immediately went on alert. After asseg the situation, they
decided to leave the sitio to avoid encounter.

"April 28, 2:30 in the morning, the NPA squads moving away from sitio Maniknik. The rearmaghfer was about 25
meters away from the house the squad came from.vitarily, he noticed there were armed elements wéie stalking the
squad. He called on them. When the password wasmswered, he immediately fired on them. The réshe squad took
position and rained fire on the armed elements tuhoed out to be members of the 42nd Marine BatallA marine was killed
and some others were wounded.

"After a five-minute gunfight, the NPA unitfey withdrew.

"Upon learning of their casualties, the masimeent wild in anger and vented it upon the fisharn the house. They were
lined up against the wall. Valeriano Bongcayao 8iveteran of the last war, was hit on the heall wishovel -- a cruelty he
might not have gone through under the hands ofabeist Japanese. A few minutes later, barriofaiksitio Maniknik heard
gunshots amid cries of the fishermen."

According to a Party cadre in Bulacan, "thessaare is only one result of the AFP depredationBulacan under the
"Bulacan Triad' program." The counter-guerrillangaign in the province intensified starting in Seplber 1988. The military
units already in place were reinforced by a brigside marine force comprising of the 1st, 2nd atidMarine Landing Teams.
The 42nd Marine Batallion had just arrived in thevyince on April 27, eve of the massacre.

But the revolutionary forces were far fromrgpoverwhelmed. Instead, they were delivering blagainst the enemy. Hell
broke loose in AFP following the ambush of a Plpiigeg Marine contingent in the town of San lldefortast April 4 by the
NPA. In this operation in which landmines were eoyeld, about 30 marines perished.

"Like in Lupao, for every AFP defeat dealt lwiby the NPA, the AFP takes revenge upon unarmedofiks," an NPA
commander in Bulacan notes. Soldiers of the PhimyAmassacred 19 civilians in Lupao, Nueva Ecijd&@bruary 1987 after
suffering casualties from an encounter with NPArglas.

Fascist violence getting more ferocious

The Paombong massacre is one more link tdotige chain of brutal fascist violence of the AFRiiagt the Filipino people.
At the altar of anti-communism, hundreds, even $lamds of Filipinos are unconscionably being saerifi by the regime's
hatchetmen.

Even before the Paombong massacre, more Barases of massacre had already been reporteit witly three years of
Aquino rule -- the more notorious of these arerntassacres in Mendiola and in Lupao, Nueva Ecijathése mass murders, it is
estimated that there were about 670 killed apanh#34 wounded, a blood-curdling recolfEE CHART)

Just as brutal is the individual killing udygerpetrated by vigilante and death squads --denars on AFP leash. They have
already murdered many nationalist mass leaderseSdttober 1987, six human rights lawyers haveadirdeen killed. Even
church people are not being spared; nine of there wercilessly killed in Mindanao alone.

Meanwhile, indiscriminate bombing, strafingofl and economic blockades against areas suspastBifPA guerilla bases
have become a policy of the Aquino regime. Peasasses, minorities and other residents in affeateds are being forcibly
evacuated. Consequently, from January to June @989 200,000 internal refugees have surfacedlipifds who were driven
out of their own lands and homes due to AFP militgserations.

The case of Sipalay, Candoni and other plagesouthern Negros Occidental is a prominent exampinder "Oplan
Thunderbolt", the regime in the months of April-Magleashed the full force of AFP's fascist violeriéer weeks, mountainous
barrios were outrightly bombed and strafed. Abodif080 residents in target areas were forcibly easoh More than 100
babies and kids died owing to the harsh condition.



HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS UNDER THE US-AQUINO REGIME
Period: March 1986 - November 1988
Source: Task Force Detainees

1986 1987988 TOTAL

NO. OF ARRESTED PERSONS 1,234 8,35810 11,911
NO. OF SALVAGE VICTIMS 197 62 241 705
NO. OF FRUSTRATED SALVAGING
VICTIMS 2336 29 88
NO. OF MASSACRES 10198 62 261
No. of killed 288231 151 670
No. of wounded 3293 102 434
NO. OF TORTURE VICTIMS 438602 636 1,676
NO. OF MISSING VICTIMS 62 52 110 224
NO. OF FORCED EVACUATIONS 34 15891 283
No. of affected individuals 1,026 1190(8,519 20,554
No. of affected families 2,064 18,706,362 37,132
No. of affected sitios 53 38 46
No. of affected barangays 118 45 64

The regime's hypocrisy

Despite the lengthening record and ever-irginggferocity of human rights abuses which todaytsing condemned even by
international humanitarian organizations, the regimstill shamelessly declaring its unflickeringharence to "democracy and
peace"”, and saying that if ever there are humdnsrigbuses, these are solely the handiwork of "comstrebels."

But when cornered by concrete cases of alikeethe Paombong massacre and the Negros Occidmntidbing, it concocts
various excuses to rationalize them.

The Paombong massacre is "a job that has tohe," said Lt. Custodio Parcon, leader of theimearwho committed the
crime. This was colloborated by the group taskedhgyregime to investigate the crime. Accordinghe group, there is no
"competent and reliable evidence" that those killegre victims of torture and massacre; the madingilwas simply
"inevitable." The group's judgment: the marinesian®cent.

The depredations of "Thunderbolt" in Sipaltdegros Occidental were hailed as resounding viesorhich should be
appropriately celebrated, according to Gen. RedatWilla, AFP chief. These are "necessary sociatsdo attain progress, said
Lacson, the provincial governor. "We didn't fordem. The civilians voluntarily evacuated when wartsd bombing," a
disgusting utterance by an AFP official in Negros.

Amid the indefensible human rights record ardumentation of the Aquino regime, an establisitin@opagandist
unabashedly admitted that the "anti-insurgency vweithposssible to win without violating human righ

She hit the nail right on the head -- that saases like those in Paombong and Lupao and othaah rights violations are
concomitant with the "total war" program to "deféiaé rebels by 1991."

Of course, it is altogether a different maifahe "total war", including its massacres angmeations, can really win the
"anti-insurgency war." Or has the Aquino regimegfiiten too soon the fate that befell its predea@sso

* * %

NDF VOWS TO CONTINUE UNFINISHED
WORK OF COMRADES SATUR & BOBBIE

Following is a statement issued on July 30 by the National Council
of the National Democratic Front on the arrest of Satur Ocampo and
Bobbie Malay-Ocampo on July 27 in Makati, Metro Manila.
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The entire National Democratic Front of thdlippines salutes comrades Satur Ocampo and Cardlialay-Ocampo for
their courage and steadfastness in the hands efnta@y. We are one with them in expressing confideand determination in
the continuing advance and eventual victory offeeple’s revolutionary struggle for national indegence and democracy.

While the enemy boasted that their arrest avdsajor breakthrough" in defeating the revolutignenovement, Satur and
Bobbie knew it was all bluster. Despite intenseé aicious attacks by the US-Aquino regime, the hetionary forces under the
NDF have not only maintained their strength butehmade vigorous headway, especially since the ct4889.

The NDF, however, is deeply saddened by tke tfaat two fine comrades, who have made valuabteributions to the
people's struggle, have fallen into the hands efeéhemy. The sadness is surely felt by all thoke share the dream of
independence, democracy, social justice and lapiage that Satur and Bobbie have helped in bigngjwser to realization.

Only the US imperialists and their puppetdy ¢hose who support US domination and controhef tountry, the retention of
US military bases, the impositions of the IMF ahd ¥World Bank, the feudal and semifeudal bondagiéncountryside, the
massive corruption in the bureaucracy and the tosalagainst the Filipino people, could be elateat these two patriots and
fighters for freedom are no longer free to purswertwork for the people.

We are appalled that some who claim to berdiseand to have the people's interests at healtl gay that the fascists
responsible for the arrest of Satur and Bobbierdesgommendation, that this is a "big psychologkdalv" to the revolutionary
movement, or that this could lead the country dlésgeace.

The arrest of Satur and Bobbie comes at a timen the NDF is offering a serious and bold prapés the Aquino regime
and to the nation -- a proposal to declare a werdhiceasefire should the Aquino government adquilizy of terminating the
US-RP Military Bases Agreement by 1991 and notrérgento a new bases treaty.

Despite great risks to their security, these tomrades left the revolutionary base in the tyside for a while and went to
the capital city to work on the NDF proposal. Nofyohas the Aquino regime treated this proposahlite arrogance of one
wielding a big stick and with a total lack of sinitg -- by demanding that the revolutionary fordest lay down their arms
before peace talks could be held; it has also shinhits disgusting subservience to US imperialisim this instance, its
eagerness to show off a prize catch to pleasenitseiialist master -- overrides any concern for peand destroys any
opportunity for peace.

Because the Aquino government has failed tivess the fundamental problems of the Filipino peeeyhich lie at the root of
mass unrest and armed conflict, it has to relesiffdsunt down people like Satur and Bobbie who wimka comprehensive
solution to these problems.

But it is futile for Mrs. Aquino to spend nidhs of pesos to capture those "rebels" onto whnennsust shift the blame for the
failures of her own government. The crisis which regime is sinking deeper into everyday cannotdselved. The crisis is
deep -- rooted in the semicolonial and semifeugstiesn of exploitation, in the oppressive and remery ruling system, which
the Aquino regime enforces and perpetuates. Thaensystem and those who preside over it are kiadeollapse.

"This is the beginning of the end of the CPIPAN' gloat Mrs. Aquino's fascist minions. But thleating will be brief and the
words are turning out to be uncannily accurate,faothe revolutionary front, but for the Aquinogime and the rotten social
system.

This year the spectre of economic bankruptey mendicancy, fascist repression, and moral decaypre sordid than during
the Marcos years -- has driven away whatever isoethe so-called "Cory magic." Big waves of masetest arising from
widespread discontent and significant victorieshef New People's Army signal bigger revolutionaorms that will shake the
foundations of reactionary rule and hasten itsapmié.

It is clear to the revolutionary forces andple that the tactical relief gained by the rulisgstem after EDSA is fast
disappearing and that it is up to them to transfirenvery favorable conditions into major victorfes the national democratic
revolution.

Imprisonment cannot isolate Satur and Bobkeenfthe revolutionary struggle and prevent themmfreontributing to its
advancement. In particular, they can continue hfor and explain the anti-imperialist proposal feace of the NDF as well
as its overall program. All those who are intexdsin this proposal are welcome to approach SatdrBobbie, discuss with
them
and work with them in the pursuit of a just anditap peace for our country and people. These &ffaill complement the
bigger initiatives of the NDF leadership in thigar
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The leaders and members of the National DeaticcFront are determined to take up the respditgbithat our comrades
Satur and Bobbie had to leave behind and to raigehigher level the revolutionary work they haedpled to develop. We are
optimistic that the time will surely come when trehall be free again to fully use their talents andrgies for the revolutionary
cause.

Mabuhay kayo, Kasamang Satur at Bobbie!
Isulong ang pambansa-demokratikong rebolusypmygang sa tagumpay!

* * %

CPP CENTRAL COMMITTEE EXPRESSES
CONCERN OVER RECENT EVENTS IN CHINA

On behalf of the Filipino people and on itsnoehalf, the Communist Party of the Philippinepregses deepest regrets and
grief to the Chinese Communist Party and the Cleipeople over the tragic event on June 4, in whigidreds of civilians and
troops were killed and thousands injured in Beijiagd in the events which followed.

This bloody incident is a matter of seriousaarn for the proletarian revolutionaries andehgre people of the world, even
as we appropriately consider the event, the cirtamegs leading to it and those following it as &aly an internal matter for
China to settle.

We observe that although counter-revolutioreggnts were definitely involved in the mass dertrations in Tiananmen
Square and elsewhere in China, the overwhelmingonityajof participants were a wide array of studertsnv-income
intellectuals and working people expressing theavgnces and demands.

It is up to China, its people and leaders.eey the Communist Party of China, to determthe root cause of the
widespread social unrest that has been going omasdesulted in crisis, bloody turmoil and tragedy

Socialist China is at an important crossroadihe entire nation is going through a processnafiy@ing to what extent the
mass unrest has been caused by errors in policyparsdibly, in line in socialist construction; wheatactly has been brought
about by counter-revolutionary sabotage by capitglowers and Chinese reactionaries; and what eaattbibuted to the
continuing imperfections, limitations and difficigls in building socialism.

In this process, one fundamental concern @taha shares with other revolutionaries all over thorld is whether the
emphasis given to foreign investments, capitaliscfices and close relations with the capitalisvgrs, especially the US, in
China's program of socialist modernization is ccirrboth as a matter of principle and as a prdctiehod of achieving rapid
economic growth.

We condemn the efforts of the United Stated ather capitalist powers to intervene in ChineBaira and manipulate
Chinese counter-revolutionaries,capitalist-roadeis Right opportunists.

The imperialists and all sorts of reactionsial over the world, including our Aquinos, Ramesed Sins, are gloating over
this unfortunate development in China, branding #s proof of the failure of Marxism and socialiSthey distort, exaggerate,
if not outrightly fabricate, news reports that teéndshow that socialism is oppressive of the Clere=ople and is in turn hated
by them. They seek to manipulate both the socim@aic crisis and the outrightly capitalist elenseimtthe economic base and
bourgeois liberal influences in the superstructa®,they try to overthrow the Chinese CommunistyPand the People's
Republic of China.

But all these will surely fail. China has betempered and steeled in the past four decadewalist revolution and
construction, not discounting the many decadeseweblutionary struggle against imperialism, feudalisnd bureaucrat-
capitalism. Historical experience has shown thenatielming majority of the Chinese people that aksin is the only path to
salvation and progress.

It is socialism that has enabled China to fisen the abyss of national shame and indignityckiaerdness, poverty and
inequality to become the strong, modern and powestion that it is today -- in the front rankstbé nations of the world in the
areas of social equality, industrial growth, agitioal development and all-round social progressnder the proletarian
dictatorship, economic upliftment and socialist deracy become a reality more and more.
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In the spirit of proletarian internationalisme extend firm support to the proletarian revainséries and the broad masses of
the people in China in their struggle to uphold fie cardinal principles of keeping to the soahatoad, upholding the people's
democratic dictatorship, leadership by the Commupéaty, and using Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zeddihgught as their
guiding light.

The Communist Party of the Philippines is @it that the Chinese people and government utihdeteadership of the
Communist Party of China will be able to surmoum present crisis, rectify errors to further sttéeg socialism, defeat
counter-revolution, further raise their anti-imgdist vigilance, and move forward on the road dafiglism under the guidance of
Marxism-Leninism.

Central Committee
CommunisaRy of the Philippines
July 8, 198

* k* %

NICARAGUAN PEOPLE REMAIN STEADFAST
AGAINST US IMPERIALIST INTERVENTION

"Nicaragua will be free so long as she has children who love her."

- Augusto Cesar Sandino (1895-1934)
Nicaragua's National Hero

A decade has passed since the Nicaraguanepeasgted the brutal US-backed Somoza dictatorsBip.July 19, 1979, amid
the cheers and jubilation of the Nicaraguan pedipliees of the Sandinista National Liberation Frgmamed after Sandino,
Nicaragua's popular hero) victoriously entered Mparza the capital of Nicaragua. Their triumphantehanarked the end of US
neocolonial rule over Nicaragua and 43 years afigim and terror by the Somoza family dynasty.

However, this small Central American countiiyhva population of some 3.5 million people andaaga about half the size of
the Philippines, is now engaged in a new fight t@roome renewed obstacles and challenges to itggér for national
reconstruction and revolutionary transformation.tHe past ten years, US imperialism has not ceiasisl attempt to regain its
domination over Nicaragua.

US military and economic war

"The United States government still hasn'tidkxt to be respectful of the rights of the natiofighe Third World," said
Nicaraguan president Daniel Ortega to a cheeriogv@rof about 250,000 people gathered in the Cdflmsseca Square in
Managua to commemorate the 10th anniversary dflibaraguan revolution.

To be sure, US imperialism has used every dppity to malign and blame the Sandinista-led gomeent for the serious
economic problems currently confronting the countit the root of this vicious propaganda campdtrumpet the "failure of
the Nicaraguan revolution" is US imperialism's fd@at a successful Nicaraguan revolution will oséyve as another shining
example for other peoples striving for nationaktidtion and democracy.

In fact, it is the US government which is panify to blame for worsening the current economia golitical travails of
Nicaragua. In 1979, as the triumphant Nicaraguapleestarted to rebuild their economy which wasilefuins by the dictator
Somoza and his clique of big capitalists and lamt$iovho had subsequently fled the country, the U%mment began its
destructive military and economic war on Nicaragua.

Under Reagan's leadership, the US governmgmised an economic and trade embargo on the suffeduntry. Then, the
US Central Intelligence Agency organized, funded armed counter-revolutionary forces known as thetas from among the
remnants of the Somoza National Guard and ruliigyel
From their bases in Honduras and Costa Rica, thar&o launched sporadic raids on Nicaraguan teyritklling people,
terrorizing peasants into abandoning their farnestrdying crops ready for harvesting, and blowipgtidges, storage facilities
and other farm infrastructures. In 1984, the ClAed Nicaragua's harbors to disrupt the flow of goiedand out of the country.
To further intimidate the new government, the Uthif&tates conducted several joint military exercisgéh Honduras near the
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Nicaraguan border.

All these actions have taken a heavy toll loe ¢country. The economy suffers from hyperinfliatishortages of food and
other consumer and industrial items, scarcity geiffn exchange needed in the importation of essentimmodities, low
production and unemployment. The brutal Contra ke resulted in 50,000 Nicaraguans killed ancdbmes$12 billion losses
to the economy since 1981. To compound economasygontra attacks have forced the Nicaraguan goatt to set aside a
big amount (about 50% of the annual budget) dlirtéted resources for defense expenditures, prévgrnhe government from
allocating a bigger amount for economic developmagtarian reform, education, health and otheradseirvices.

Advances despite odds

However, despite such problems, the Sandii&tonal Liberation Front (FSLN) has managed tetitate significant
changes in Nicaraguan society. A genuine agraredarm program was immediately implemented and badergone
improvement through the years. By end-1987, thgiam had already benefited some 120,000 peagailiefa A countrywide
literacy campaign was launched to significantlyuesl the illiteracy rate from 50% in 1978 to 13% 1884. Education was
given top priority. The number of students inceghfrom 501,660 in 1978 to 1,127,428 by 1984. detesol enrollment also
went up from 9,000 in 1978 to 70,000 in 1984. Tdtal number of teachers rose from 12,706 in 19783t398 as of 1984.

A health campaign was also initiated especialthe countryside to combat diseases and teiessortality rate. Infant
mortality (per 1,000 births) was reduced from 1811878 to 72 in 1984. The number of physicianseased from 1,309 in
1977 to 2,172 in 1984; while the number of cliniose from 177 in 1977 to 487 in 1984. Problemsafutrition and hunger
were given full attention. Long-term projects, gghtowards increasing agricultural production prnemoting industrialization,
were started with the help of friendly countries.

Today, the Nicaraguan people have neutralthed counter-revolutionary Contra forces. Theraedktive peace in the
countryside where Contra forces used to spreadchand terror. The generally peaceful conditionghi}nwhole country have
given the Nicaraguan people the opportunity to itdlibeir farms and to open new ones, enabling theimcrease production of
food crops to meet Nicaragua's food requiremerdsofiexport crops to boost the country's foreigohexge earnings.

International public opinion has put pressomethe US government to end its support to the wotmnevolutionary Contras
and to respect Nicaragua's sovereignty. But thegb&rnment has not stopped pursuing its illusibnegaining imperialist
hegemony over Nicaragua.

Combating US imperialism's latest design

US imperialism's latest scheme is to suppadtfand opposition groups -- composed mainly ofdagitalists and landlords --
inside Nicaragua with an eye on the national edestin February next year. The US government undety-elected President
George Bush is hoping that Nicaragua's current @oo difficulties will result in mass discontentniesnd the erosion of
popular support for the Sandinista leaders, evélgtpaving the way for an electoral victory of thks-backed opposition forces
come February.

The Nicaraguan people will certainly thwaristhatest conspiracy of US imperialism and its petpp They are now masters
of their own destiny and proudly stand supremeh&irtown country. And they continue to cherishalagua's proud tradition
of struggle against US intervention and of devotmnational sovereignty and dignity.

The patriotic spirit of Benjamin Zeledon'sigakt stand against the US Marines in 1912, of Atm@esar Sandino's glorious
struggle against the US occupation forces from 18217933, and of the FSLN-led popular insurrecgrainst the US-Somoza
regime in 1979 lives on in today's Nicaragua.s lthis spirit of patriotism, sacrifice, courage atedermination which keeps the
Nicaraguan people united and steadfast in defeh#deem country's national sovereignty and honaorthieir battle to overcome
Nicaragua's current economic problems and in comm@nthe revolutionary transformation of their syi

Just as the FSLN had depended on the actpygosuof the Nicaraguan masses during their viotesiinsurrection against the
Somoza dictatorship, the Nicaraguan governmentytbda correctly relied on the creativity, initiaiand active support of the
popular sectors of Nicaraguan society, in its dtwdulfill the goals of the Nicaraguan revolutiam the period of transition
towards socialism.

A commentary iBarricada, a daily paper of the FSLN, sums up the charasttesi of the period of transition the Nicaraguan
revolution is living through: "It is characterizéy the marches and countermarches, the steps fbavat steps backward, that
have to be taken during the transition; by theqyotif alliances that must be established; by the obthe state; and above all,
by the dominant position of the popular sectors."
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It further states: "What revolutions really doring this period is precisely to exist, to sg#men the revolutionary process,
and to counteract the aggression they are victimsAad they must have very flexible positions dgrithis period, utilizing all
possible openings to move forward in building tleevrsociety."

The continuing saga of the Nicaraguan peopkevon the admiration and support of freedom-lopegples in the world.
The national democraticmovement in the Philippinas gained valuable lessons from the revolutioeapgriences of the FSLN
in their victorious struggle against the US-Somoegime and follows with keen interest and sympatthg process the
Nicaraguan revolution has been going through sit®#. With the support of socialist countries ather anti-imperialist
countries and forces everywhere, the Nicaraguaolwgen will surely move forward and reap new ardager victories in the

years ahead.
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