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Genuine land reform and the national democratic revolution



Free distribution of land to tillers or genuine land reform is the most fundamental solution, not only to the current food and agricultural crisis, but also to the bankrupt economy of the semicolonial and semifeudal system in the Philippines.

Now, more than ever, amid growing poverty of the whole people, especially of the peasant masses in the countryside, the need to advance the struggle for genuine land reform has become even more important and urgent.

This call is increasingly relevant in the face of the food crisis, and overall economic crisis. Rice prices are rising along with the 6.1% September inflation, proving clearly that Marcos’ promises of a comfortable life are futile and empty, with his programs delivering nothing but greater hardship.

High prices of rice are due mainly to high production costs, consisting largely of land rent especially in rice fields, and high prices of imported grains, equipment and other production components. Farmers’ losses, bankruptcy or indebtedness is widespread.

Production is stagnant or declining due to backward agriculture. In the main, agricultural production in the Philippines remains manual, small scale, rain-fed, and family-based. At least 60% of farms are less than one hectare in size. More than 50% of the cultivated land are in the hands of only 11% of the landowners. Only a few families own thousands of hectares of agricultural land. The country lacks basic industries.

All-out import liberalization continues to kill local agricultural production. Once self-sufficient, the Philippines now is 20% dependent on rice imports. Importation or dumping of onions, mongo, various vegetables, as well as chicken and pork, are on the rise. Importation of garlic has almost completely destroyed local production.

Cartel of big bourgeois comprador merchants and importers, tightly control and manipulate the supply and prices of rice and other agricultural products. They make billions of pesos in profit at the great expense of the people.

Majority of the Filipino people are composed of farmers, farm-workers and people tied to agriculture or the natural economy. Their main problem is landlessness. This is further exacerbated by land grabbing by landlords, as well as big capitalist mining companies, plantations, ecotourism and infrastructure projects, which dispossess land from hundreds of thousands of farmers.

The peasant masses suffer even more in hundreds of villages under military occupation and hamlet, where the population, commerce and production are controlled in the name of counterinsurgency. State fascist agents violate with impunity on human rights and economic rights of the masses in the countryside.

Because of the absence of genuine land reform, because of widespread land grabbing and land use conversion, and since there is no industrialization in the country, surplus rural labor continues to increase. Millions have no land but continue to be tied down by a thousand threads to the agrarian economy. They suffer from various feudal and semifeudal forms of oppression and exploitation.

There have been up to 14 fake land reform programs in the past century, including Presidential Decree 27 under the Marcos dictatorship, and the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program (CARP) and CARPER under the subsequent regimes. All these are fake and for show programs that do not fulfill the basic purpose of land reform of freely distributing land to its tillers.

Also bogus is Marcos’ much vaunted New Agrarian Emancipation Act, which purportedly aims to cancel amortization debts to effect the transfer of land titles to farmers under the CARP. With continuing dominance of big landlords and foreign capitalists, and amid peasant bankruptcy or indebtedness, this program will undoubtedly lead only to widespread land grabbing in the form of legal “purchase” of land titles. This step is associated with the World Bank’s push for foreign business aggression in Philippine agriculture.

As it was under the Masagana 99 program of his dictator father which buried hundreds of thousands of farmers in debt, which led to widespread land grabbing and elimination of local varieties, Marcos is now pushing the use of “high yielding” rice varieties that are completely dependent on expensive pesticides, favoring the interests of foreign agribusiness to the detriment of the welfare of the peasant masses.

With these policies and measures that run contrary to their interests and well-being, the broad peasant masses must unite, take action and fight to amplify their demand for genuine land reform and other urgent measures. In line with this, they must strengthen their struggle to lower land rent or mitigate crop sharing to their favor, eliminate usury, raise farm-gate prices and other urgent needs.

The struggle for genuine land reform can be advanced successfully only by firmly linking it with the national-democratic struggle. On the other hand, the national-democratic movement will not advance without waging struggles for genuine land reform, which is the main democratic demand of the majority of the Filipino people.

The struggle for genuine land reform is the main component of agrarian revolution—the life-and death struggle of the peasant masses to eliminate the power of landlords. This is being carried out by the revolutionary peasant movement in the countryside, through the Pambansang Katipunan ng mga Magbubukid (PKM), and in conjunction with the armed struggle being waged by the New People’s Army. It serves as a basis for building revolutionary strength for the protracted people’s war.




Usury: extortion in the countryside

Almost all lower and middle peasants borrow money to defray their production costs. This is because they lack capital for increasingly expensive imported production inputs. The state provides no subsidies for agricultural production in the Philippines (unlike Vietnam). Most farmers suffer from falling livelihood, and are being pushed to the brink of bankruptcy. This predicament makes them even more vulnerable to intensified extortion by usurers in the form of onerous interests on debt.

Squeezed by microfinance

In Mindoro paddies, farmers typically borrow from microlending agencies, apart from bank. While banks charge 4% interest, microlending agencies charge up to 15% per harvest.

On average, they need to borrow up to ₱90,000 from commercial banks and microlending agencies in order to plant rice on 1.5 hectares of land. In a planting cycle, a farmer spends more than ₱99,000 to produce 130 sacks of rice. If farmgate prices are at ₱14 per kilogram, he can earn a total of ₱100,100. After subtracting production costs, he will have ₱968, or a mere ₱8 per day for four months of farming. His losses will prevent him from paying his original debt.

Still, microlending agencies weekly collect loan payments and interests using aggressive methods. To enforce collections, they “organize” farmers in groups or according to their religion. In addition to collecting debt payments, these charge mandatory “insurance” and “savings” to serve as “advanced payment” for subsequent loans. Farmers cannot use or withdraw these for their needs.

Farmers will then have to borrow from other microfinance agencies to pay their debts, and to use for the next planting cycle. This situation ultimately leads to dispossession of their land and their other means of production.

Microlending in the Philippines started in the 1990s, promoted by the World Bank and Asian Development Bank. To this day, these are the biggest source of capital, and make the largest profits. The ADB-funded Center for Agriculture and Rural Development (CARD) has around 1.3 million borrowers across the Philippines. On average, farmers alternately borrow from 2-3 microlending agencies to cover their expenses and pay for their current loans.

Merchant-usurer exploitation

Cagayan and Isabela are swarmed by merchant-usurers, a type of usurer that arose from operations of agro-chemical monopoly capitalists and large compradors involved in hybrid seeds. In the region’s history, these usurers emerged and grew in number during the Marcos dictatorship when the use of foreign high-yield variety (HYV) seeds was pushed under the so-called “Green Revolution” program.

In northwestern Cagayan, loan interests reach 25%-35% per planting cycle or 5%-7% per month. Meanwhile, monthly interests in the plains of south Isabela is 5%-10%. If principal and interest payments are not made by the fifth month, an additional 5% on the principal and accumulated interests will be charged.

Farmers are not relieved from payments even during disasters. There are even times when usurers raised interest amid widespread destruction and tragedy caused by severe storms, floods or rainfall.

Always attached to loans is the condition that the farmer’s produce be sold only to the lender. In this scheme, they are further exploited through various forms of commercial fraud. The merchants themselves set the price of the products and dictate what type, brand and price of corn seed, fertilizer, pesticides and herbicides the farmers will buy from them.

Most loan sharks require collateral, usually the farmer’s land or carabao. Borrowers are often subjected to vilification, such as cursing, bawling and sometimes physical assaults.

Buried under the pabutang

system

While usury by merchants and microlending agencies is rampant, the traditional rural moneylenders—the landlords—have not disappeared and still are the most ruthless. This is evident in Masbate, where farmers who already own land are buried in debt under the “pabutang” system.

A farmer usually spends ₱26,400 to harvest 48 sacks of rice from one hectare of land. Under the pabutang, the farmer will borrow ₱10,000 to cover production costs. The farmer will pay 20 sacks of rice for this. At a selling price of ₱1,000-₱1,100 per bag of rice, usurious landlords make 100% profits.

Eight more sacks of rice will be subtracted from the harvest as payment for the three sacks of fertilizer borrowed. At the end of the harvest, the farmer has only eight sacks of rice left. He will have to stretch these until the next crop cycle.




#ML51: Fighting the rising fascism of the dictator’s son



Thousands of Filipinos commemorated on September 21 the 51st anniversary of the declaration of martial law amid brazen fascism and corruption of Ferdinand Marcos Jr’s regime. Progressive groups led by the Bagong Alyansang Makabayan (New Patriotic Alliance) staged demonstrations in Manila, in nine other provinces and eight countries with the theme “Martial Law yesterday, Terror Law today.”

More than 6,000 marched from Liwasang Bonifacio to Mendiola in Manila. They called for justice for thousands of victims of human rights violations during the dictatorship and the succeeding regimes. Their protest amplified the demand for repealing the Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020 (ATA). They assert that the prevailing culture of impunity and cover-up of state crimes form part of the “martial law legacy” being perpetuated by the Marcos II regime.

Earlier that day, Southern Tagalog organizations staged pickets in front of the US embassy and the Supreme Court. Youth groups from 12 universities also launched protests in Metro Manila. In Intramuros, a public mass was held in front of the Commission on Elections by groups denouncing the 2022 election fraud.

In Baguio City, more than 800 students walked out of their classes and marched along Session Road. In Tacloban City, a mass action was held starting from UP-Tacloban. Progressive organizations also held short programs in Cavite and Pampanga, and in Legazpi City and Naga City.

Negrosanons gathered for a public mass in Escalante City, while a protest was launched in Bacolod City. Similar protests were held in the cities of Iloilo, Cebu, Davao and Tuguegarao.

Overseas, the Malaya Movement USA held a large protest in New York City on September 18, in conjunction with its congress. It demanded the US government to end to military aid and fascism funding to the Marcos regime. Progressive organizations in the US also led protests and mass actions in nine other US cities. Meanwhile, Filipino organizations conducted activities in Australia, Hong Kong, New Zealand, South Korea, Thailand, Japan, and Canada.

Distorting history

The mass actions exposed the lies and distortions of history by the Marcos family. The groups denounced the memorandum released by the Department of Education led by Sara Duterte ordering the removal of the name Marcos from discussions on the dictatorship in the elementary school curriculum.

Programs of the former dictator such as Kadiwa Stores, Masagana 99 and “rebranding” of his father’s “New Society” to Bagong Pilipinas are also being revived by Marcos and shoved down on the Filipino people’s throats.

As expected, Marcos Jr was silent on the day commemorating his father’s brutality. Imee Marcos was shameless in “reminiscing the good effects of martial law” in a forum with former generals of Marcos Sr to counter the supposed defamation against their family.




NPA launches armed attacks in 5 provinces

SIX ARMED ACTIONS were launched by Red fighters, according to reports by the New People’s Army (NPA) in recent weeks. These armed actions include enforcement of the revolutionary movement’s environmental policies.

In Quezon, a soldier of the 80th IB was killed and two were wounded in an armed action by the NPA-Quezon on September 27 in Sitio Mararaot, Barangay Lumutan, General Nakar. The enemy unit had been operating in the area for almost two weeks. The incident belies the February declaration that General Nakar was “insurgency-free”.

In Eastern Samar, Red fighters opened fire at the combined operating troops from the 4th Scout Ranger Battalion (SRB) and 42nd IB in Sitio Barayan, Barangay Pandol, Can-avid, Eastern Samar on August 23. Red fighters quietly edged close to the operating military troops and opened fire for five minutes before the soldiers could return fire. Two elements of the 4th SRB were killed while three were wounded. The military desperately tried to hide their defeat from the public after having declared Can-Avid town as “insurgency-free”.

In Oriental Mindoro, NPA-Mindoro attacked quarry operations along the Bongabong River, Barangay Hagupit, Bongabong in the afternoon of September 20. A payloader used in the operations was paralyzed and set ablaze by Red fighters. Mayor Elgin Malaluan of Bongabong owns the quarry. The NPA said their action serves as stern warning against those who destroy the environment throughout the island.

In Western Samar, a CAFGU personnel and a military asset were ambushed by NPA operatives on September 16 and 17. Both were involved in combat operations of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and were key intelligence assets who caused grave harm to the masses in the area.

In Bukidnon, NPA snipers hit the 48th IB troops guarding a checkpoint in Barangay Cawayan in Quezon on September 13. A soldier was hit and died on the spot.

On September 10, the NPA-Bukidnon encountered operating troops of the 89th IB in Sitio Logdeck 6, Barangay Linabo, Quezon. Residents in the area confirmed that a soldier was killed and another was injured.




Protests

Youth oppose budget for fascism and corruption. On September 29, two days after the national budget for 2024 was railroaded in Congress, students staged indignation protests in seven universities in Metro Manila and Iloilo City.

National-democratic organizations also protested in front of Congress on September 26 to denounce Sara Duterte’s squandering of public funds and oppose her request for confidential and intelligence funds.

Fight for teachers’ rights. In commemoration of World Teacher’s Day last October 5, hundreds of teachers spearheaded by the Alliance of Concerned Teachers staged a Unity Walk from the University of Santo Tomas to Mendiola in Manila. They called for increases in teachers’ salaries and solutions to problems of the country’s education sector.

Farmers’ camp in Antipolo. Farmers under the Pagkakaisa at Bukluran ng Magsasaka sa Napatong Inc launched on September 18 a one week camp in Sitio Nagabat, Barangay San Jose, Antipolo City. The camp aims to demand their right to the land which they have been tilling for two decades. They are also calling for a dialogue with the governor of the province.

Meanwhile, the group also staged protests and held a dialogue with the Antipolo City mayor last October 4.

Indict the fascist military! Two consecutive actions were launched by youth and workers in Metro Manila on October 4 and 5 to condemn the abduction and ongoing detention of three defenders of indigenous peoples in Mindoro, and the killing of workers’ organizer Jude Fernandez by state agents.

Before this, youth groups staged a lightning rally in front of Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon City on September 23 to demand AFP accountability for cases of enforced disappearances.

Palparan’s acquittal condemned. Human rights groups protested in front of the court in Malolos, Bulacan on October 6 to condemn the acquittal of M/Gen. Jovito Palparan on cases of kidnapping, illegal detention and injuries. These cases were filed by brothers Raymond and Reynaldo Manalo against the butcher general. Another protest was held in the evening in Quezon City.

Dismiss fabricated charges against CERNET. Democratic organizations led by Bayan-Cebu picketed the DOJ-Region 7 on September 27 during preliminary investigation hearings into the “terrorist financing” case filed by the AFP against the Community Empowerment Resource Network, Inc. (CERNET).




Exploitation and job massacres in the garments industry



The reactionary state cannot hide the jobs crisis amid relentless retrenchments in the country. Last July, at least 4.6 million Filipinos were reported unemployed, underemployed or “discouraged” to find a job. This crisis is stark in the export processing zones (EPZ), especially in the clothes manufacturing subsector.

In September alone, the Confederation of Wearable Exporters of the Philippines (CONWEP) said 6,000 workers from clothing factories in Bataan and Cebu were laid off. They add to the 10,000 retrenched from the subsector in 2022. They work in large companies producing garments for well-known brands such as Adidas, Juicy Couture, Gap and others.

CONWEP attributes the layoffs to the decline in the demand for clothing and other textile products (shoes, bags), especially in the US which is the main market of Filipino-sewn products. It estimates 8%-10% of the 270,000 workers in the subsector will likely lose their jobs due to “weak” global demand. Reactionary state officials, on the other hand, blame the “closures” on the “high minimum wage” of workers.

One of these workers was Lisa, 45. Before she was retrenched in 2022, she worked for eight years as a seamstress in a factory in Cavite. She sew clothing products for US companies Candies, Macy, Juicy Couture and others. She was among more than 1,000 laid-off workers, half of whom were women. They received no separation pay nor benefits when the factory was shut down without notice.

During Lisa’s entire employment period, her salary increased by only ₱86 from ₱315 in 2017 to ₱401 in 2022 (an average of ₱10.75 per year). She did not receive any benefits except for the minimum wage set by the state.

In the factory, workers like her toil without rest. They are made to work faster to avoid overtime beyond two hours. Workers buy and bring their own clip-fans to bear the lack of ventilation and heat in the factory. They have no regular breaks except for lunch.

Lisa was a regular worker and was paid daily but required to fulfill a quota depending on the production “line” (sewing sleeves, collar and so on). The quota was usually set at 7,000 items per day. When it is not reached, she is reprimanded along with others on her “line”.

The capitalist claimed financial losses to justify laying off workers. But the company didn’t shut down. As of 2023, vacant positions in its factories, including in Cavite and Las Piñas, were still posted on the internet.

The union to which Lisa belongs resisted and filed a lawsuit against illegal layoffs and union busting. These cases are still pending. Meanwhile, Lisa and her coworkers remain jobless 11 months since being laid off.

In the Bataan and Cebu layoffs, foreign capitalists and local officials cannot deny that the companies did not close down. They simply moved their operations to another country where production costs are lower.

As CONWEP insisted in 2022, global demand for clothing has not steadily declined. In fact, the Philippines subsector’s exports grew by 14% in the first half of the year, from $1.009 billion to $1.155 billion.

In the US, demand for garments is expected to grow by 2.82% annually over the next five years. Analysts say the decline in demand due to the pandemic-induced supply and transportation problems was “short-lived.” They are “optimistic” that the subsector will grow due to online shopping and the increase in the demand from new markets.

It is inherent for foreign capitalists to “drop” Filipino workers in their desire to reduce production costs and amass greater profits. Companies are virtually giving workers two choices: be laid off, or endure slave-like salaries and inhuman working conditions. Workers’ efforts to uplift their social standing, including seeking fair wages and unionizing, are met with illegal layoffs, union busting and illegal lock-outs.




Mass layoff and attacks against Nexperia union opposed

Workers at Nexperia Philippines launched a series of mass actions to oppose management’s layoff and attacks against the union, and to defend their right to work.

Nexperia Philippines is a subsidiary of The Netherlands-based Nexperia company. It manufactures semiconductors at its factories in Europe, Asia and the US. In 2022, it recorded $2.36 billion in total revenue, up by 10.7% from its previous year. Sales also grew by 12%. It is expected to grow significantly in the coming years, especially as its products serve the ever-expanding demand for technology worldwide. In 2022, it augmented its investment to expand its factories’ capacity in Europe and assembly lines in Asia. In fact, it employed 1,000 new workers that year.

Amid all this, the company relentlessly seeks to lower costs and amass even greater profits. For this reason the company closed the Sensors Department in its factory in the export processing zone in Cabuyao, Laguna and attempted to lay off 495 workers. Some affected workers were forced to accept the management’s offer of “voluntary retirement,” especially contractuals who only recently became regulars. This is while the union fought to absorb or have workers who lost their jobs transferred to other departments.

The company’s greed was demonstrated again when it notified the union on September 22 about retrenching eight more workers, including three union officers. This is despite “internal hiring” indicating there are still vacant positions in the company. This violates the prevailing collective bargaining agreement’s “last in, first out” provision. The three officers hold permanent positions and cannot be arbitrarily fired. To justify the layoffs, the company insidiously used these officials’ attendance as basis to declare them “not in good standing” despite them having not violated any guidelines.

Workers know that Nexperia only wants to fire regular workers to save money and weaken their union. It is set to face another round of negotiations next year.




Laguna union wins election. The militant and patriotic union of the Panadero ng Philfoods Fresh Baked Product Inc-OLALIA-KMU on September 22 won the election to represent factory workers. The union won 295 of the 341 total votes against the bogus union formed by the NTF-Elcac in collusion with the company. In celebration, unionists gathered in front of the factory in Barangay Mamplasan, Biñan. The union won amid harassment and red-tagging by police and NTF-Elcac against its officials and members. Philfoods Fresh Baked Product Inc is a sister company of Gardenia Bakeries, a Malaysian company.

Collective action in Fuji Electric in Laguna. A series of collective actions inside and outside the factory were staged by the Fuji Electric Phils-OLALIA-KMU union in September to protest the company scrimp on their wages amid ongoing CBA negotiations. Management offered only ₱20-₱25 despite having not increased wages after having amassed millions in profit in the last three years.

Subic union takes action for CBA. Workers from the Samahan ng mga Manggagawang Nagkakaisa sa Umicore Specialty Chemicals Subic launched a joint action on September 16 to condemn the standstill in CBA negotiations which has lasted several months. Umicore is an American company that is estimated to earn €1,020 million (₱60.8 billion) this year.




AFP kills 8 on a single day

Eight individuals were brutally killed by the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) on the very day that the 51st anniversary of the declaration of martial law was being commemorated on September 21. Five of them were hors de combat and three were civilians. On September 29, state forces summarily killed in Rizal an organizer of the labor movement.

In Masbate, Jover “Dodo” Villegas, 40, and wife Aimee Villegas from Sitio Basak, Barangay Luna, Placer were shot and killed by soldiers and CAFGU elements. The military falsely claimed the two to be New People’s Army (NPA) members killed in an encounter. Jover’s eyes fell out as his face was riddled with bullets.

In Negros Occidental, the 47th IB massacred six individuals aboard a tricycle going to Sityo Lubi, Barangay Tabugon, Kabankalan City. Five NPA fighters who were unarmed and not in a position to fight, and their civilian driver were killed in the incident.

Ka Rekoy (Bobby Pedro), Ka Goring (Mario Mullon) and Ka Joyce (Janice Flores) were NPA medics. Meanwhile, Ka Bravo (Alejo delos Reyes) and his 6-month pregnant wife Ka Diane (Melissa dela Peña) were on medical leave. The civilian tricycle driver was identified as Robin Gaitan.

Police officers gunned down Jude Thaddeus Fernandez, a veteran organizer of the Kilusang Mayo Uno in his place of residence in Binangonan, Rizal. Police falsely claim Fernandez “fought back” despite being unarmed.

Arrest. State forces unjustly arrested Michael Eraña, 46, in Barangay Nilumisu, Echague, Isabela last September 21 on trumped-up charges. Police falsely claim that guns, ammunition, grenades and military equipment were confiscated from him.

Repression. In August, the Community Empowerment Resource Network (CERNET), Inc. of Central Visayas received a subpoena from the Department of Justice in relation to the case of “terrorist financing” of 27 individuals who are its past and present officials and staff. Also named in the case is Jaime Paglinawan, president of AMA Sugbo-KMU, an organization linked with CERNET.

Police also “visited” and threatened two workers under the veil of Executive Order 23 which formed a committee purportedly to protect the rights of workers to organize.

Bombing. People sufferred hardships due to the two-day bombardment by the 2nd IB and 5th Field Artillery Battalion of the mountains of Bagulayag, Uac and Irong-irong in Uson, Mobo and Milagros in Masbate. The AFP shelled the area at least 46 times on September 23-24.

Shooting. Soldiers of the 2nd IB indiscriminately fired bullets at the border of Cataingan and Palanas towns in Masbate on September 29. This caused fear in the communities, especially among students and teachers. Schools in the affected barangays were forced to cancel classes.




Cases of abduction and enforced disappearance intensify

FIVE INDIVIDUALS FROM separate incidents in September add to the growing number of victims of abductions and secret detentions of the Marcos regime.

Agents of the 4th IB abducted Job Abednego David, Peter Del Monte and Alia Encela in Sitio Mablag, Barangay Lisap, Bongabong, Oriental Mindoro on September 19.

The three were then investigating the bombings and shelling of the 203rd Ibde in April. They were also determining the impact of armour rock quarrying on small farmers and copra workers in Bongabong.

On October 4, 16 days after, human rights groups confirmed that the 203rd IBde was holding and detaining the three in a military camp without charges.

Meanwhile, two individuals were abducted in Barangay Bantug, Gabaldon, Nueva Ecija between 1 a.m. and 2 a.m. on September 29. Residents of the said barangay last saw Norman Ortiz and Lee Sudario being forced by men in soldiers uniform to board a van. One of them broke free but was caught and dragged back into the van. On November 2022, police accused Sudario of violating the Anti-Terrorism Act. Both their families experienced relentless harassment before the abduction.

Recent reports from Eastern Visayas said at least 10 individuals were abducted and being secretly detained by the Task Force Storm and 8th ID under the Marcos regime. The victims are believed imprisoned at the 8th ID camp in Barangay Maicong, Catbalogan, Samar.

Among those secretly detained are new mothers Mariel Rebato and Monica Ogacho, both being kept with their infant children.




Naga City youths, targets of 9th ID repression



Threats and intimidation perpetrated by the 9th ID agents against campus journalists of a univerisity in Naga City last September 21 were like scenes during the Marcos Sr dictatorship. They were set join the protest action when approached by soldiers and jeered at for planning to participate in the rally. The fascists tried to forcibly take their personal information.

These acts by the 9th ID in Naga City is not new. In fact, in September alone, at least five youths and students were “visited” by soldiers. State agents mouth the same script: do not join rallies and activists to avoid the “CPP-NPA.” In these cases, soldiers commit multiple violations and abuse of people’s rights to privacy, against profiling and for press freedom.

Suppression of critical reporting

The latest case is the intimidation of journalists of The DEMOCRAT, the University of Nueva Caceres campus newspaper. On September 22, soldiers used barangay officials to “invite” and “talk” to the two journalists without cause. The soldiers even attempted to extract personal information from the barangay captain. Another newspaper staff was “invited” earlier.

The soldiers also summoned the chief editor of ThePILLARS, the Ateneo de Naga University (ADNU) student newspaper in September. From July 15 to September 3, the newspaper recorded three incidents of surveillance, red-tagging and interrogation against former and current staff.

Campus journalists know that these pressures are atttacks against critical reporting.

Military subjugation of barangays

To pressure the youth, generals and military officers treat the civilian bureaucracy—the barangay captains and officials—as pawns in their dirty counterinsurgency war. They freely impose their authority within the framework of the National Task Force-Elcac’s “whole-of-nation” approach. Barangay officials are subordinated to military rule. Anyone who objects is accused of supporting the revolutionary movement and suppressed.

In Naga, barangay halls serve as soldiers’ headquarters while conducting their Retooled Community Support Program (RCSP) and “lecturing” the youth. The barangay is compelled to produce documents to summon those whom the military suspect of having links with the revolutionary movement. They are also used to profile their constituents and surveil them.

Bicol’s butcher

The 9th ID spearheads the repression campaign against young people and citizens throughout the Bicol region. From July 2022 to August 2023, a total of 160 cases of human rights violations of this division have been recorded. These cases include 27 extrajudicial killings and 47 illegal arrests and detention.

The division is stationed in Pili town, adjacent to Naga City. Maj. Gen. Adonis Bajao is the current commander of the 9th ID while also serving as head of the Joint Task Force Bicolandia.

The 83rd IB, stationed in Tigaon town, works with the division in sowing terror in Camarines Sur and Catanduanes. This battalion’s record is stained with the blood of civilians whom they have extrajudicially killed. They usually falsely claim that their victims are NPA fighters despite widespread refutation by relatives and acquaintances.

Since 2018, at least 30 have been killed by this battalion in Camarines Sur and Catanduanes. At least 171 various cases of human rights violations by this battalion since 2018 have been recorded.

Since the implementation of Memorandum Order No 32 in Bicol in 2018, the battalion has become more aggressive in launching counterinsurgency campaigns including militarization of cities such as Naga City.




In brief












EPUB/media/file4.png
‘ P2.46
: > TRILLION

will be borrowed
by the Marcos
regime in 2024
to fund the

P5.768 TRILLION

national budget for
fascism and corruption.






EPUB/media/angbayan-logo.png
“Bayan





EPUB/media/file3.jpg





EPUB/media/file5.png
representatives from
the Makabayan '
bloc were the only

ones who voted

" Il!/

to the Marcos national

budget railroaded on the
‘ evening of September 27





EPUB/media/file6.png
September 30, 1946

On this day, 12 Nazis in Germany who were
proven guilty in the Nuremberg War Crimes
Trial, the international court established to
put them to trial, were sentenced to death

penalty.

The court was established on
the insistence of Joseph
Stalin, leader of the socialist
USSR, contrary to claims of
perialist propaganda that
this was an initiative of the
US and UK.

The court's resolution was later used
as basis to identify war crimes and was
used to develop the international rules
of war.






EPUB/media/file2.jpg





EPUB/nav.xhtml

Ang Bayan

		Genuine land reform and the national democratic revolution

		Usury: extortion in the countryside

		#ML51: Fighting the rising fascism of the dictator’s son

		NPA launches armed attacks in 5 provinces

		Protests

		Exploitation and job massacres in the garments industry

		Mass layoff and attacks against Nexperia union opposed

		Laguna union wins election. The militant and patriotic union of the Panadero ng Philfoods Fresh Baked Product Inc-OLALIA-KMU on September 22 won the election to represent factory workers. The union won 295 of the 341 total votes against the bogus union formed by the NTF-Elcac in collusion with the company. In celebration, unionists gathered in front of the factory in Barangay Mamplasan, Biñan. The union won amid harassment and red-tagging by police and NTF-Elcac against its officials and members. Philfoods Fresh Baked Product Inc is a sister company of Gardenia Bakeries, a Malaysian company.

		AFP kills 8 on a single day

		Cases of abduction and enforced disappearance intensify

		Naga City youths, targets of 9th ID repression

		In brief
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