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    Keynote to the International Theoretical Conference on Imperialism and War

Wage revolutionary wars 
to fight imperialist wars 

T he Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
the Philippines (CPP-CC) extends its warmest greet-
ings of solidarity to the participants of the Interna-

tional Theoretical Conference on Imperialism and War 
organized by the National Democratic Front of the Philippines 
(NDFP). We are deeply honored to keynote this conference and 
present our views on burning theoretical issues that have deep 
political and practical significance to the proletariat and broad 
masses of the people around the world in their fight against im-
perialist wars through revolutionary wars for national and so-
cial liberation and socialism.

Central Committee, Communist Party of the Philippines

October 1415, 2023
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We are gratified by the participation 
of a significant number of commu-
nist parties and organizations from 
different parts of the world. We look 
forward to Marxist-Leninist theoret-
ical discussions and exchanges of 
practical revolutionary experiences 
as means to building consensus on 
common actionable plans for coop-
eration, coordination, and mutual 
support in waging revolutionary 
struggles in our own countries, 
keenly aware of how we all form 
part of an international front against 
imperialism and imperialist war.

We cannot sufficiently underscore 
the significance of this international 
theoretical conference as it is being 
held amid rising inter-imperialist 
conflicts leading to open conflicts 
and wars. These unleash wide-
spread brutalities and suffering to 
workers and other toiling people, 
subject less developed and semi-
colonial countries to greater na-
tional oppression, and further 
intensify exploitation of workers in 
capitalist countries. On the other 
hand, these also generate opportu-
nities for communist and workers 
parties to raise their capability and 
place themselves in a better position 
to take advantage of a possible ex-
plosion of a revolutionary situation 
by leading the broad masses of 
workers, peasants and other ex-
ploited and oppressed classes onto 
the path of revolutionary class 
struggles in their countries.

We propose that this conference 
focus on the following key ques-
tions:

First, the theoretical framework gov-

erning the question of the in-
evitability of wars—specifically 
imperialist wars of annexation and 
intervention, as malignant out-
growths of monopoly capitalism, 
and as a consequence of the cease-
less drive of finance capital to ex-
pand its spheres of influence and 
fields of investment, and the striving 
for hegemony of imperialist powers.

Second, the current balance of 
power among the imperialists and 
key flashpoints in the violent and 
non-violent conflicts between them; 
heightening inter-imperialist armed 
confrontations due to the aggressive 
push of the US to impose unipolar 
dominance on a multipolar world; 
the prolonged war in Ukraine, as 
primarily a proxy war of the US and 

NATO against Russia; as well as ris-
ing threats of a hot war in Asia on 
the question of Taiwan and the Ko-
rean peninsula as the current ex-
pression of the US Indo-Pacific 
strategy of encircling China and 
containing its growth as an eco-
nomic and military power.

And third, the working class atti-
tude and policy of opposing and 
preventing inter-imperialist wars, 
demanding their immediate termi-
nation once they break out, and the 
policy of taking advantage of these 
wars to carry forward the demo-
cratic and socialist interests and 
strategic cause of the proletariat and 
other progressive and revolutionary 
classes.

Theory and history: Wars as a con-
sequence of imperialism

Lenin’s “Imperialism, the highest 
stage of capitalism” is still the most 
scientific and thoroughgoing analy-
sis of the end-stage of the capitalist 
system. It is a theoretical progres-
sion of Marx’s Das Kapital, in which 
Lenin incisively points out how cap-
ital and capitalist production have 
become so centralized that it has 
rendered free competition of the 
previous period no longer possible.

We remain in the era of monopoly 
capitalism and proletarian revolu-
tion as characterized by Lenin. As 
communists, it is of critical impor-
tance that we constantly study and 
review Lenin’s “Imperialism” in or-
der that we strengthen our grasp of 
the Marxist-Leninist theoretical 
framework to serve as guide in un-
derstanding current-day phenome-
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non.

The essential features of imperial-
ism, as Lenin identified and out-
lined as monopoly capitalism, 
remain to this day: (i) production 
and capital has become greatly con-
centrated that it has formed all-
powerful monopolies; (ii) the forma-
tion and predominance of finance 
capital or the financial oligarchy 
based on the merging of bank and 
industrial capital; (iii) the export of 
capital, as distinguished from the 
export of commodities, has gained 
exceptional importance; (iv) forma-
tion of international monopoly as-
sociations which share the world 
among themselves; and, (v) territo-
rial division of the entire world 
among the biggest imperialist pow-
ers is completed.

For purposes of our current discus-
sion about imperialist wars, we will 
focus our attention on the fifth fea-
ture of imperialism—the territorial 
division of the entire world—with-
out losing sight of the interaction of 
all the five features.

Writing in 1914, Lenin said, “For the 
first time the world is completely di-
vided up, so that in the future only 
redivision is possible…”. At any 
given time, the existing “division” of 
the world was a result of the violent 
struggle between the imperialist 
powers. Any attempt at “redivision” 
can only succeed through further vi-
olent struggle. “The question is: 
what other means than war could 
there be under capitalism to over-
come the disparity between the de-
velopment of productive forces and 
the accumulation of capital on the 
one side, and the division of 

colonies and spheres of influence 
for finance capital on the other?”

Constant expansion is the natural 
course of capitalism, driven by the 
necessity to accumulate and reinvest 
surplus value, which is spurred by 
relentless capitalist competition. 
Capitalists do not rest content with 
what they have. Those who do so, 
get trampled by competition, and 
perish. Monopoly capitalism did not 
eliminate capitalist competition, but 
rather sharpened it. Imperialism 
constantly pushes competition to 
unprecedented levels, and raises the 
desire for expansion to even greater 
heights. Heightened competition 
greatly intensified the necessity of 
expanding sources of raw materials, 
fields of investments, markets, and 
spheres of influence and hegemony; 
and further enlarging the reserve 
army of labor to bring down the 
price of labor-power.

“Finance capital,” Lenin pointed 
out, “is interested not only in the al-
ready discovered sources of raw ma-
terials but also in potential sources, 
because present-day technical de-
velopment is extremely rapid”. We 
see today how the race to search for 
more oil reserves, and sources of 
rare earth minerals for future mate-
rials development, have led the gi-
ants of finance capital to all corners 
of the earth and every square inch of 
land in the race to search rare-earth 
minerals, metals and other new ma-
terial vital to the development of 
cutting-edge technology—including 
semiconductors and processors to 
support artificial intelligence—for 
communication, robotics, energy, 
space exploration and military pur-
poses.

The insatiable desire to expand and 
the physical limits of the material 
world are contradictory aspects of 
the capitalist system. Under monop-
oly capitalism, this contradiction 
has been intensified by several or-
ders of magnitude, with economic, 
political, military, as well as techno-
logical power concentrated in the 
hands of the financial oligarchy and 
its agents in the bourgeois state. 
Lenin pointed out that “finance cap-
ital in general strives to seize the 
largest possible amount of land of 
all kinds in all places, and by every 
means, taking into account potential 
sources of raw materials and fearing 
to be left behind in the fierce strug-
gle for the last remnants of indepen-
dent territory, or for the repartition 
of those territories that have been 
already divided.”

The above-mentioned contradictory 
aspects ultimately lead to hostile 
conflicts as the rivalry of powerful 
finance capitalists, who control en-
tire states and its militaries, not to 
mention mercenaries and criminal 
organizations, come to a head. This 
is unavoidable. In 1920, Lenin wrote 
“Imperialist wars are absolutely in-
evitable under such an economic 
system (of monopoly capitalism), as 
long as private property in the 
means of production exists.” He ex-
posed the first world war (1914-1918) 
as “a war for the division of the 
world, for the partition and reparti-
tion of colonies and spheres of influ-
ence of finance capital, etc.” In this 
war, the imperialist powers were di-
vided into two main camps: the so-
called Allies (France, UK, Russia, 
US, Italy and Japan), and the Cen-
tral Powers (Germany, Austria-Hun-
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gary and the Ottoman Empire), with 
the nascent imperialist powers cov-
eting the colonial territories of the 
old imperial empires.

Capitalist parasitism, decay and cri-
sis creates conditions for revolution. 
Imperialist wars, especially, puts the 
entire reactionary bourgeois system 
in disarray. This, in turn, gives com-
munist and workers parties the op-
portunity to expose the rottenness 
of the ruling system, and arouse and 
mobilize the people in socialist up-
heavals and wars of liberation. At 
the height of the first world war, 
Lenin espoused the policy of “revo-
lutionary defeatism” or seeking the 
defeat of “one’s own” bourgeoisie 
when they engage in imperialist 
wars. This policy is consistent with 
the 1912 Basle Manifesto of the Sec-
ond Internationale calling on social-

ists around to world “to utilize the 
economic and political crisis created 
by the war to arouse the people and 
thereby to hasten the downfall of 
capitalist class rule.” Lenin indefati-
gably fought the opportunism of the 
social chauvinists—socialist in 
words, chauvinist in deed. Their slo-
gan calling for “defense of the fa-
therland” led to class collaboration 
with their “own” ruling bourgeois 
governments, and ultimately to the 
disunity among the socialist parties 
and the collapse of the Second In-
ternationale.

In his introduction to Imperialism 
in 1920, Lenin said, “imperialism is 
the eve of the social revolution of 
the proletariat” citing the victory of 
the October 1917 Bolshevik revolu-
tion. This declaration will be proven 
correct by subsequent revolutionary 
victories across the world in the suc-
ceeding decades. The successful so-
cialist revolution and construction 
in the Soviet Union liberated one-
sixth of the globe from the imperial-
ists, which also intensified inter-im-
perialist conflicts, and further 
generated conditions for waging 
revolutionary struggles across the 
globe.

It took just around two decades be-
fore the imperialist powers engaged 
in another global violent scramble 
for a new redivision of the world. 
Amid severe crisis, a number of im-
perialist powers resorted to fascism 
and dictatorship to intensify the ex-
ploitation of the proletariat and toil-
ing people and carry out the most 
brutal attacks to smash the revolu-
tionary resistance of the working 
class; intensify colonial oppression 
to enslave weaker nations; covet and 

carry out attacks against territories 
of their rival imperialists; and wage 
all-out attacks against the Soviet 
Union, then the global citadel of 
proletarian revolution and peace 
fortress. The second world war 
(1939-1945) was a war for a redivision 
of the capitalist world, with fascists 
powers seeking greater territories 
for imperialist expansion.

The Third Internationale under the 
leadership of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union, adopted the 
policy of building an anti-fascist 
Popular Front with the US, UK, 
France and other imperialist “Allied 
forces,” in the face of plans of Ger-
many and Japan to attack the Soviet 
Union from its west and east flanks. 
The policy was to demand peace 
and prevent the outbreak of a global 
war; and when war broke out, to 
drive back the fascist onslaught 
against the Soviet Union under the 
slogan of defending the socialist fa-
therland; fight fascist colonial policy 
wherever it was imposed, such as in 
China, Indochina and Southeast 
Asia; wage revolution in countries 
under fascist rule such as in Spain, 
Germany, Italy, Japan; and advance 
the revolutionary struggles of the 
proletariat and people wherever 
possible. The proletariat and people 
of the Soviet Union, who have seen 
the fruits of socialist construction 
during the previous two decades and 
more, fought valiantly to defend the 
first socialist state and waged a pa-
triotic war under the banner of the 
CPSU.

The antifascist united front or Popu-
lar Front policy was adopted by 
communist parties and applied cor-
rectly in many cases, and incorrectly 
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in other cases. The Communist 
Party of China (CPC) correctly 
adopted the policy by building their 
independent power while uniting 
with the reactionary Chiang Kai 
Shek government, adopting the 
minimum land reform program to 
unite with the Chinese reactionaries 
in waging a common fight against 
Japanese fascism; demonstrating to 
the Chinese people that the CPC 
was resolute in liberating China 
from Japanese colonialism; and ex-
posing the collaboration of Chiang 
Kai Shek with the Japanese forces in 
suppressing the CPC and the Red 
army. In the course of the people’s 
war against Japan, the Red Army 
achieved great victories and accu-
mulated revolutionary strength.

In the Philippines, the Popular Front 
was also adopted in 1941 by the 
merger of the Communist Party of 
the Philippines and Socialist Party of 
the Philippines. However, it failed 
to exercise class independence 
and initiative and commit-
ted a series of errors in 
policy, principally Right 
opportunist errors. It 
limited itself to devel-
oping a legal city-
based antifascist 
movement under 
the power of the re-
actionary US pup-
pet regime, and as a 
consequence, was 
later forced to flee to 
the countryside in a 
disorganized way when 
the Japanese forces occu-
pied Manila. Compelled by 
circumstances of colonial occu-
pation, the leadership of the merger 

party decided to establish the Anti-
Japanese People’s Army or Hukbala-
hap but failed to take advantage of 
the extensive Philippine countryside 
to wage widespread guerrilla war-
fare. It instead concentrated its 
troops in an isolated mountain 
stronghold in Central Luzon which 
made it easy target of Japanese colo-
nial armed suppression. The merger 
party then proceeded to commit the 
error of “retreat for defense” and 
military passivity in line with the 
“lie-low” policy of the US Army 
Forces in the Far East (USAFFE). 
The policy was criticized and cor-
rected in 1943 when the merger party 
adopted the policy of waging guer-
rilla warfare during which they were 
able to establish independent armed 
regimes in the Central Luzon and 
Southern Tagalog up until the end 
of the anti-Japanese war. But instead 

of consolidating and strengthening 
proletarian class independence and 
leadership, the merger party later 
“welcomed” back the American 
colonial forces, and proceeded to 
convert the revolutionary army into 
a “veteran” association, leading to 
armed suppression and massacres 
in revolutionary strongholds. Under 
the call for a united front with the 
puppet regime and “democratic 
peace,” the merger party turned to 
promote purely legal parliamentary 
struggle which eventually under-
mined the strength of the proletariat 
and the revolutionary mass base.

In other countries, the second world 
war generated conditions for the 
victory of national liberation and so-
cialist revolutions in both Europe 
and Asia, including the victory of 
the people’s democratic revolution 
in China in 1949 and the liberation 
of the Korean peninsula in 1945 from 

35 years of Japanese colonialism. 
Proletarian class rule con-

verged during the years 
1949 to 1956 during which 

time, one-third of hu-
manity were living 

progressively under 
working-class lead-
ership, before mod-
ern revisionist 
betrayals in the So-
viet Union (1956 
onwards) and 

China (1977 on-
wards).

Since the second world 
war, imperialists powers 

have so far avoided military 
conflicts of a global scale. How-

ever, in close to eight decades, im-
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perialist powers have staged wars of 
aggression and intervention one af-
ter another, on various scales and 
duration. Since the 1950s, US impe-
rialism has been the most aggres-
sive. It maintains at least 700 
overseas military bases and facilities 
scattered around the globe. It has 
eleven aircraft carriers (five times 
more than any other imperialist 
power) to project power and hege-
mony in any part to globe. It has 
mounted wars of aggression and in-
tervention in Asia (China, Korea, 
Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, the 
Philippines, Pakistan); the Middle 
East (support for Israel against 
Palestine, Iran, Kuwait, Iraq, Syria, 
and Afghanistan); in Eastern Eu-
rope, especially in connivance with 
the NATO (Yugoslavia, Ukraine); in 
Africa (Nigeria, Somalia, Sudan, 
Tunisia, Liberia, Kenya, Ethiopia, 
Libya); and in Latin America (Cuba, 
Nicaragua, Venezuela, Colombia). 
Up until the 1980s, the US justified 
its wars of intervention and aggres-
sion by claiming these to be part of 
the “war against communism;” and 
since 2001, a decade following the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, as a 
“war on terror.”

Imperialism is moribund capitalism 
marked by extreme parasitism and 
decay. It brings the contradictions of 
the capitalist system to its extreme 
limits. Over the past century or so, 
these contradictions have erupted in 
big and small wars, and will con-
tinue to periodically break out as 
monopoly capitalists engage in in-
cessant competition marked by the 
relentless race to control bigger 
markets, sources of raw materials, 
reserve labor, spheres of influence 
and fields for investment for its sur-

plus capital.

Current flashpoints of inter-impe-
rialist conflict

Since the defeat of the socialist rev-
olution in the Soviet Union and 
China, the world capitalist system 
has been marked by the following 
major contradictions: that between 
monopoly capital and the prole-
tariat in capitalist countries; that be-
tween rival imperialist powers; that 
between the imperialist powers and 
oppressed peoples and nations; and 
that between imperialist powers and 
countries assertive of national 
sovereignty and socialist programs.

These contradictions reflect the 
main aspects of the current imperi-
alist dominated global system. 
These describe the class nature of 
the most important issues, political 
conflicts, social upheavals, wars and 
revolutions confronting humanity at 
the current historical juncture. Any 
of these contradictions can become 
the principal contradiction that will 

define the main trend in the world. 
The intensification of these contra-
dictions, singly or all at the same 
time, reflect the intensification of 
the crisis of the global capitalist sys-
tem, as it moves from one period of 
crisis to another.

The current crisis period character-
ized by prolonged economic stagna-
tion can be traced back to the 
financial collapse of 2008, from the 
rubles of which the US and other 
leading capitalist countries and en-
tire global system have yet to fully 
recover. The prolonged economic 
stagnation has exposed the limits of 
neoliberal economic policies since 
the 1970s.

At the base of this prolonged stagna-
tion is the capitalist crisis of over-
production, brought about by the 
basic capitalist contradiction of so-
cialized production and private 
ownership of the means of produc-
tion and appropriation of surplus 
value which invariably lead to anar-
chy in production. There are surplus 
inventories in almost all kinds of 
commodities from oil to grains, 
semiconductors to vehicles and so 
on. This leads to an intense capital-
ist race to control new markets, de-
velop new commodities, cheaper 
and more abundant sources of raw 
materials, and so on. This race, in 
turn, leads to heightened inter-im-
perialist contradictions—the second 
of the four major contradictions 
stated above, which we shall focus 
on for purposes of our present dis-
cussion.

Armed conflicts around the world 
have ceaselessly erupted since the 
1990s principally due to US imperi-
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alism asserting and imposing its 
preeminent military power. From 
the collapse of the Soviet Union in 
1990 and rapid capitalist expansion 
in China up to 2010, the US asserted 
unipolar dominance in all parts of 
the world. The biggest wars of the 
last three decades have invariably 
involved the US. In the 1990s, the 
US (together with NATO) was in-
volved in various armed conflicts in 
Eastern Europe (including the 
Balkan wars) to weaken the influ-
ence of Russia in the countries for-
merly belonging to the Warsaw Pact, 
and to strengthen NATO foothold. 
Since 2001, the US used its so-called 
“war on terror” to camouflage its 
drive to impose hegemony by invad-
ing and occupying sovereign territo-
ries, establishing armed presence in 
different countries around the 
world, as well as carrying out 
regime-change intervention to re-
place independent-minded govern-
ments with puppet regimes.

Since the 2010s, US rival imperialist 
powers led by Russia and China 
have been flexing their muscle and 
pushing for the establishment of a 
new multipolar world order, to re-
flect the actual economic and mili-
tary balance of power. The 
establishment of the BRICS (Brazil, 
Russia, India, China and South 
Africa) economic cooperation and 
bank and the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) are direct chal-
lenges to long-standing US eco-
nomic and military dominance. 
These challenges coincide with the 
strategic economic decline of the US 
resulting from, among others, a de-
cline in manufacturing capacity, 
deep indebtedness and successive 
financial collapses from the dotcom 

bubble (2000), subprime or housing 
bubble (2007) and the bank melt-
downs (2008).

The US is estimated to have spent 
between 7 and 8 trillion US dollars 
in its overseas wars since 2001. The 
US policy of endless wars is actively 
promoted by US finance capital, in-
cluding banks and venture capital-
ists, which are deeply intertwined 
with the US military-industrial 
complex including arms manufac-
turers, defense contractors and pri-
vate mercenaries.

Increasingly, the US has been di-
rectly aiming its economic, political 
and military guns at Russia and 
China. To assert its self-claimed 

global power while confronted with 
prolonged economic stagnation and 
crisis, the US aims to undermine 
and contain the economic, political 
and military power of its principal 
rivals Russia and China, and in do-
ing so, is creating major flashpoints 
of inter-imperialist conflicts strad-
dling Europe and Asia. There are 
also secondary flashpoints in the 
Middle East, Africa and Latin Amer-
ica that result from inter-imperialist 
rivalries, which also interact with 
US conflict with countries assertive 
of national sovereignty.

Currently the most important and 
intense is the US-provoked and 
-sustained war in Ukraine which 
has now ran for around 18 months. 
Another major flashpoint is the cur-
rent building-up of US military 
forces from the South China Sea to 
the Pacific Ocean, together with its 
military subalterns (Australia and 
the UK under the AUKUS, and In-
dia, Japan and Australia under the 
Quad) as part of its so-called Indo-
Pacific Strategy.

What is our attitude towards the war 
in Ukraine? It should be made clear 
that the war in Ukraine is in the na-
ture of an inter-imperialist war, be-
tween Russia, on the one hand, and 
the US imperialists and its NATO 
allies on the other hand, with 
Ukraine being used as proxy and 
base of the latter to undermine and 
strangle Russia’s economic interests 
and hegemony. Of all the wars dur-
ing the past decades, the war in 
Ukraine is the closest that the US 
has waged directly against Russia. 
With the involvement of the US and 
its principal NATO allies, the war 
has the potential of igniting a 
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broader global war and sparking the 
use of nuclear arms and other 
weapons of mass destruction.

In provoking the war in Ukraine, the 
US and NATO alliance have the 
strategic aim of weakening Russia 
economically (seize control of mines 
and agricultural land and take away 
its European natural gas markets), 
politically (foment and support in-
ternal subversion and cause the dis-
memberment of the Russian 

federation), and militarily (erode its 
capacity by forcing it to fight a pro-
longed war), as well as to give US 
finance capital and the military-in-
dustrial complex the opportunity to 
make large amounts of profits.

Russia’s military assault against 
Ukraine (its so-called special mili-
tary operation) is an act of counter-
aggression. It is not an act of resis-
tance against national oppression, 
rather is an act to defend its imperi-
alist interests against NATO expan-
sionism and encroachment on 
Russia’s old Eastern Europe sphere 
of influence, and moves to have 
Ukraine join the NATO. Russia’s ob-
jective is to secure the interests of its 
finance oligarchy, restore its political 
dominance in Ukraine to maintain 
the country as a buffer against 
NATO encroachment, and preserve 
the old agricultural and industrial 
territories under Russia’s hegemony. 
To attain its objective, Russia un-
leashed a great catastrophe on the 
Ukrainian proletariat and people. 
The international and Russian pro-
letariat are neither sympathetic nor 
supportive of Russia’s war in 
Ukraine.

With the support of the US and 
NATO, the Zelensky government fo-
mented Russophobe and carried out 
policies hostile to the Russian-
speaking people and Eastern re-
gions of Ukraine. Zelensky is hood-
winking the people of Ukraine and 
the world. He portrays resistance to 
Russia’s assault as a “patriotic war to 
defend Ukrainian freedom,” but is, 
in fact, seeking to amalgamate 
Ukraine to the US-NATO alliance, 
and place it firmly under the control 
and protection of the latter in order 

to prop up its ruling regime, secure 
the class interests of the bourgeoisie 
and perpetuate the oppression and 
exploitation of the Ukrainian prole-
tariat and people. The international 
and Ukrainian proletariat are nei-
ther sympathetic nor supportive of 
the Zelensky regime serving as 
pawn in a war between imperialist 
powers.
The international proletariat must 
unite and denounce primarily the 
US/NATO imperialist bloc for gen-
erating conditions of war, provoking 
Russia to carry out its military as-
sault in Ukraine, arming and using 
Ukraine as cannon fodder to serve 
US/NATO expansionism against 
Russia, and for prolonging the war 
by pouring an endless supply of 
weapons and military aid. The revo-
lutionary proletarian forces in Rus-
sia and Ukraine, in particular, must 
take advantage of the conditions of 
war to accelerate efforts to arouse, 
organize and mobilize the working 
class and people in their countries 
in order to wage class struggles, 
build their unions and organiza-
tions, expose and oppose the war 
being waged by their ruling classes 
and demand its immediate termina-
tion through the most effective 
means. In order to do so, the com-
munist party must be built or 
strengthened. It must strike deep 
and wide roots among the working 
class, and rouse the people to carry 
out armed resistance in appropriate 
forms and levels to accelerate the 
downfall of the ruling reactionary 
system.

Another flashpoint of inter-imperi-
alist conflict is steadily developing 
in Asia. After having long colluded 
with China during the period of 
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capitalist restoration from the late 
1970s and through the period under 
the neoliberal policy regime, the US 
government declared its “pivot to 
Asia” in November 2011 to push US 
economic and geopolitical interests 
and counter the economic and mili-
tary growth and influence of China.

In the hope of regaining its domi-
nance, the US imperialists seek to 
erode China’s overwhelming advan-
tage in manufacturing, especially in 
the technological sector, and contain 
its military influence. The US gov-
ernment has been demanding China 
to dismantle state corporations (con-
trolled by state monopoly capital-
ists) in the guise of pushing for a 
“rules-based system.” To isolate 
China, the Obama government 
pushed the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship economic agreement which ex-
cluded China and carried out 
protectionist measures with the aim 
of drawing capital back to the US. 
Under Trump, the US imposed 
sanctions on Chinese im-
ports to cut down on US 
trade deficits, and tar-
geted Chinese compa-
nies which it accused 
of engaging in espi-
onage for the Chi-
nese government, 
in order to support 
US manufacturing 
companies.

Further heightening 
its push, the US has 
resorted to increasingly 
hostile acts against China. 
It pushed the NATO to 
openly declare China as a 
“strategic threat,” and has activated 
its military allies to increase military 

presence in the waters surrounding 
China in the guise of holding “joint 
patrols” and “freedom of navigation 
operations” which have become in-
creasingly aggressive. The US has 
deployed at least five aircraft carriers 
(USS Ronald Reagan, USS Carl Vin-
zon, USS Abraham Lincoln, USS 
Nimitz and USS George Washing-
ton) in and around the South China 
Sea.

In line with its “first island chain” 
strategy of surrounding China from 
the closest islands, the US has fur-
ther strengthened its military pres-
ence and prepositioning of missiles 
and other war matériel in Japan, 
South Korea and Singapore. It is for-
tifying its military foothold in the 
Philippines by establishing at least 
nine military bases and facilities, 
and conducting successive military 

exercises through which the US mil-
itary has established its permanent 
presence in the country. For more 
than five years, it has been pouring 
large amounts of military support to 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
to heighten counterinsurgency oper-
ations in the hope of defeating the 
people’s democratic revolution be-
ing led by the Communist Party of 
the Philippines.

Over the past years, the US has been 
stoking “independence movements” 
in Mongolia, Hongkong, and Xin-
jiang, and has recently been fanning 
so-called Taiwan independence, in 
violation of its long-standing recog-
nition of the “One China” principle. 
A cavalcade of US officials have vis-
ited Taiwan and declared that the 
US will “come to the defense of Tai-
wan.” A package of $500 million 
arms sale to Taiwan was approved 
just last August. One can observe 

that the US is using Taiwan to pro-
voke China, in the same way 

that it used Ukraine to pro-
voke Russia.

China’s response to 
US provocations is 
becoming more and 
more bellicose and 
aggressive. Histori-
cally, China has 
never engaged in 
aggression and oc-

cupation of territo-
ries. As a global 

revolutionary center 
from 1949-1977, it pur-

sued a policy of support-
ing revolutionary struggles, 

unity with countries uphold-
ing national sovereignty, trade, 

diplomacy and military and nuclear 
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parity with capitalist countries and 
imperialist powers. As an imperial-
ist power since the late 2000s, 
China started to rapidly catch-up in 
terms of its military strength, in-
creasing its defense spending for 
developing weapons (ultrasonic 
missiles) and aircraft carriers to 
raise its capacity to transport and 
deploy troops overseas.

China has yet to outrightly and 
militarily challenge the hegemony 
of the US or other imperialist pow-
ers. As an imperialist country, 
China has expanded its hegemony 
by throwing its economic weight 
around through large-scale infra-
structure building under its so-
called One Belt, One Road Initia-
tive, and overwhelming and 
binding the economies of smaller 
countries through large amounts of 
loans and investments to finance 
the importation of commodities, 
extraction of minerals and raw ma-
terials, exploitation of cheap labor 
and so on.

With more than $820 billion in US 
treasuries and with the US serving 
as one of its principal foreign in-
vestor and export market, it is not 
to China’s interest to be completely 
decoupled from the US. At the 
same time, together with Russia, 
China is seeking to establish a par-
allel financial system that is not 
tied to the US dollar and financial 
system.

China’s military base in Djibouti in 
the western coast of Africa is its 
only foreign military base. It, how-
ever, has also established military 
facilities in reclaimed land within 
Philippines maritime territory, con-

ducts maritime patrols and inter-
dictions, and prevents small 
Filipino fisherfolk access to their 
traditional fishing grounds. The 
deployment of military forces in 
these facilities and waters are con-
sidered by the Filipino people as 
acts of aggression or incursion. In 
addition, China has also been es-
tablishing military facilities in 
Cambodia, Tajikistan and Pakistan.

The increasingly intense economic 
competition and military con-
frontation between the US and 
China are in the nature of contra-
dictions between rival imperialist 

powers. In either side of the con-
flict, the ruling monopoly capital-
ists seek to secure and expand their 
imperialist power to oppress weak 
nations, exploit its people and 
plunder its resources. This conflict 
threatens to break out in open war 
as a result of the aggressive push of 
the US.

The international proletariat must 
unite and condemn the war prepa-
rations and do everything to mobi-
lize the masses to prevent the 
outbreak of an inter-imperialist 
war that can only succeed in bring-
ing untold misery and disaster to 
the working class and people, espe-
cially in the smaller countries 
which are being dragged into the 
conflict between the imperialist 
“great” powers.

Communist parties must rouse all 
patriotic and democratic forces in 
condemning principally US impe-
rialism which is primarily respon-
sible for generating conditions that 
are leading to the escalation of 
threats of war in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion. A regional and international 
united front of all anti-imperialist 
and democratic classes must be es-
tablished to mobilize the biggest 
number of peoples against US in-
tervention and war provocations, 
and against imperialist wars.

Imperialist China must be con-
demned for using its economic 
might to carry-out large-scale plun-
der of mineral and marine re-
sources of weaker countries, 
exploitation of cheap labor, high-
handed diplomacy, and trampling 
of their economic and political 
sovereignty.

The international 
proletariat must unite 

and condemn the 
war preparations and 

do everything to 
mobilize the masses 

to prevent the 
outbreak of an inter-
imperialist war that 
can only succeed in 

bringing untold 
misery and disaster 
to the working class 

and people, 
especially in the 
smaller countries 
which are being 
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imperialist “great” 

powers.
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The proletarian revolutionary forces 
in China must take lead in vigor-
ously exposing modern revisionism 
and state monopoly capitalism; 
fighting the monopoly bureaucrat 
capitalists in the state and ruling 
pseudo-communist party; arousing, 
organizing and mobilizing the pro-
letariat and people to carry out revo-
lutionary class struggles; 
denouncing the policy of imperialist 
expansionism; and joining in a 
broad united front of peoples op-
posed to imperialist war.

The broad united front of all anti-
imperialist forces must mobilize the 
biggest possible number of people 
in mass demonstrations to manifest 
widespread resistance to imperialist 
wars of aggression and war prepara-
tions. The strength of the anti-impe-
rialist united front will be drawn 
primarily from working class unions 
and basic mass organizations of 
peasants and other democratic 
classes and sectors. The proletariat 
must militate the broad masses to 
wage struggles to resist worsening 
forms of oppression and exploita-
tion, that must be raised and linked 
to the struggle against imperialist 
oppression and wars. Where appli-
cable, communist parties must carry 
out revolutionary armed resistance, 
including people’s wars in semicolo-
nial and semifeudal countries, as 
the principal form of struggle, in or-
der to effectively fight imperialist 
armed suppression and build the in-
dependent political power of the 
proletariat.

The Communist Party of the Philip-
pines considers waging people’s 
democratic revolution through pro-

tracted people’s war and all other 
forms of mobilizing the broad 
masses of the Filipino people to seek 
the downfall of the neocolonial state 
as its specific contribution to the 
struggle against inter-imperialist 
war. Waging revolutionary armed 
struggle in the Philippines as well as 
other countries is one of the most 
potent means to fight to prevent the 
outbreak of inter-imperialist war in 
the Asia-Pacific region. The armed 
revolution against US imperialism 
and its puppet forces in the Philip-
pines serves as an impediment for 
US plans to provoke and ignite an 
armed conflict in the region that will 
drag the Philippines, knowing how 
this will generate conditions that 
will also rouse the Filipino people’s 
patriotism, stoke the flames of a rev-
olutionary patriotic war.

Summary of our attitude and pol-
icy with regard inter-imperialist 
war

Amid the outbreak and threats of 
wars pitting the biggest imperialist 
powers against one another and un-
leashing the most terrible suffering 
to millions of workers and toiling 
people, it is of great urgency for the 
proletariat to put itself at the van-
guard of the resistance to imperialist 
wars.

Drawing from past lessons, our 
general policy in relation to inter-
imperialist wars can be stated in 
the following:

Fight imperialist wars, resist their 
outbreak, and when such wars break 
out, demand their immediate termi-
nation and take advantage of the 
economic and political crisis of the 
reactionary system by rousing the 
indignation of the people and mobi-
lizing the masses to hasten the 
downfall of the ruling exploiting 
classes and advance the cause of na-
tional and social liberation, and so-
cialism.

We must strengthen and consolidate 
the vanguard Party of the proletariat 
to lead and unite the workers and 
the broadest ranks of all democratic 
classes to carry out this policy.

We reiterate that the proletariat op-
poses inter-imperialist wars that 
serve the predatory and parasitic 
aims of monopoly capitalists to se-
cure or expand the territories under 
their economic, political and mili-
tary hegemony, which bring un-
speakable misery and catastrophe to 

Waging 
revolutionary 
armed 
struggle in the 
Philippines as 
well as other 
countries is 
one of the 
most potent 
means to fight 
to prevent the 
outbreak of 
inter-
imperialist war 
in the Asia-
Pacific region.
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millions of people, and subject 
greater number of workers and peo-
ple to even worst forms of oppres-
sion and exploitation.

The broad masses of the workers 
and people, whether in capitalist 
countries, in weaker capitalist coun-
tries or in semicolonies, oppose in-
ter-imperialist wars. They must be 
roused and mobilized to fight these 
wars by waging revolutionary war in 
the form of protracted people’s wars 
in semicolonial and semifeudal 
countries and preparations for 
armed insurrection in capitalist 
countries.

History has proven that imperialism 
is the eve of proletarian revolution. 
Imperialist wars, in particular, gen-

erates a situation for the proletariat 
and other democratic classes to take 
advantage for advancing the revolu-
tionary cause.

Today we face the real possibility of 
an escalation of current inter-impe-
rialist wars and breaking out of new 
wars in different parts of the world. 
Guided by the above policy, the in-
ternational proletariat must cor-
rectly combine the tasks of 
strengthening the Party, bringing to-
gether the broad masses under the 
banner of a united front against im-
perialist war, while taking advantage 
of the splits among the imperialists 
in order to carry forward the demo-
cratic and socialist revolution in 
their countries.

Ultimately, the fight against inter-
imperialist wars rests on the prole-
tariat and people waging revolution-
ary and class struggles against their 
“own” ruling class governments, 
whether in the aggressive or 
counter-aggressive imperialist coun-
tries, or in the countries that are be-
ing used as pawn, staging point or 
military foothold.

The proletariat and people must as-
sert their class independence by not 
allowing the workers and people 
from being used as cannon fodder 
or mercenaries in the service of the 
ruling reactionary state. They must 
build all their strength to accelerate 
the downfall of the classes of ex-
ploiters and oppressors.

To recapitulate, let us sum up our 
tasks in fighting imperialist wars in 
the following order:

1. Build, strengthen and consolidate 

proletarian class leadership through 
their vanguard party by assiduously 
studying and applying Marxism-
Leninism-Maoism on concrete con-
ditions in their countries and strik-
ing deep roots among the working 
class and toiling masses.

2. Strengthen international consul-
tation and dialogue between prole-
tarian revolutionary parties to share 
experiences of revolutionary work 
and forge practical plans for cooper-
ation, and mutual assistance and 
support.

3. Build the broadest united front to 
expose, oppose and demand an end 
to all imperialist wars. Formal or in-
formal, temporary or long-term al-
liances can be built on the basis of 
the following demands or a combi-
nation of these:

• Immediately terminate the war in 
Ukraine and end US-NATO inter-
ference and expansionism.

• Cease US-supported Israeli bom-
bardment of Gaza and end US sup-
port to Israeli occupation of 
Palestinian territories.

• Stop US military build-up in the 
South China Sea, fanning Taiwan 
“independence,” and using its mili-
tary bases and facilities in countries 
in the “first island chain” for war 
provocations against China

• End the frenzy of military spend-
ing and reallocate funds to social 
spending

• Dismantle all overseas US military 
bases and facilities from Asia to 
Africa. Withdraw and send home all 

History has 
proven that 
imperialism is 
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Imperialist wars, 
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US troops and aircraft carriers.

• End imperialist support and mili-
tary aid for repressive regimes such 
as the Marcos government in the 
Philippines, the Modi government 
in India and others.

• Abrogate all lopsided military 
agreements allowing imperialist 
powers to use its semicolonies as 
military strongholds.

• Stop US-sponsored drone warfare 
and aerial bombing campaigns in 
India, the Philippines and other 
countries and other demands 
against wars of aggression, military 
intervention, proxy wars, war prepa-
rations, deployment of overseas mil-
itary forces, maintenance and 

expansion of foreign military bases, 
increasing defense spending and 
arms race, and extending military 
aid for repressive regimes and occu-
pying forces.

4. Accelerate the overthrow of the re-
actionary state of the ruling exploit-
ing classes by taking advantage of 
the political and socioeconomic cri-
sis conditions engendered by wars.

5. Wage revolutionary armed resis-
tance in the form of protracted peo-
ple’s wars for national and social 
liberation or conduct preparations 
for armed insurrections as deter-
mined by specific conditions in each 
country.

6. Build the organized strength of the 

broad masses of workers and peas-
ants, intellectuals and other demo-
cratic forces by building factory 
unions, community associations and 
all other forms of organizations. 
Amid the crisis made worse by wars 
and war spending, carry out strikes 
and other mass struggles in defense 
of class and democratic interests.

In closing, the CPP Central Com-
mittee wishes all success to the In-
ternational Theoretical Conference 
on Imperialist Wars. We look for-
ward to a healthy and productive ex-
change of ideas and experiences in 
our effort to further promote and 
enrich Marxism-Leninism-Maoism 
as we resist imperialist and wage 
revolution for people’s democracy 
and socialism.

Let us unite and raise our voices as one
Workers and all oppressed peoples of the world, unite against imperialism!

Wage revolutionary wars to fight imperialist wars!

End imperialist oppression and plunder!

Advance the people’s democratic and socialist revolutions!

Uphold Marxism-Leninism-Maoism!

Long live the communist party and international proletariat!


